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we do things with a more 
modem and effective meth- . oa. 

SHAH &AM, Sat.-s “For us, changes in the 
See Dr M&afib MO- earlv staae were done by 
said the people, especially 
farmers. fishermen and 

adapting-methods others 
had been using. At a later 
stage when we are success- 
ful, we may look at the pos- 
sibility of creating our own 
technology,” he said. 

He told the gathering of 
farmers, fishermen and 
breeders from all over the 
country that it was a fact 
that their numbers were de- 
clining at a time when the 
demand for food was in- 
creasing. 

Dr q We must be wi.iiKg toadopt ---_ 

;~=de&p+yp~w& 
to achieve furt er progress. 

Whether we like them or 
not, changes happen. Noth- 
ing is static. The choice is 
ours whether we want to 
benefit from the change or 
not,” he said. 

Dr Mahathir said the fact 
that the count has done 
well since in ependence 7 
was partly due to the 
changes that took place 
over the years. 

He said: “We have been 
successful in many fields. 
Some countriJ which have 
gained inde@endence from 
their colonial masters have 
not been successful. 

“We are not yet a devel- 
oped country, even though 
we are moving towards that 
by the year 2020. Our vision 
then is our guide,” Dr Ma- 
hathir said at the National 
Farmers, Fishermen and 
Breeders Day 1993 held at 
the Agricultural Park here. 

The Prime Minister said 
eve 

7 
one, including farm- 

ers, ishermen and breeders, 
must strive to promote a 
culture of excellence in 
their work. 

For this to happen, they 
must be prepared to move 
away from old practices and 
use new methods which had 
been ‘well-researched and 
accepted. 

Dr Mahathir said celebra- 
tions such as the National 
Farmers, Fish 3 &men and 
Breeders Day #luch he was 
officiating sfiould be seen 
not only as a day of recogni- 
tion but also for these peo- 
ge;; renewt;hat co=!- 

their 
responsibilities. 

“In efforts to develop the 
country, we must be willing 
to face challenges. We must 
be willing to change the way 

Dr Mahathir said this hap- 
pened eve here. Citing 
the United T tates as an ex- 
ample, he said that initially, 
95 per cent of its population 
was made up of farmers. 

But today the situation 
had reversed with farmers 
ngmg u five per cent of 

rp&tron. ~ducmg 
F;d or the rest o the cotm- 

Children of farmers, fish- 
ermen and breeders would 
not want to continue their 
parents’ trade because 
many of them had acquired 
education, some excelling 
academically, he added. 

“Surely, we expect them 
to work in the fields in 
which they have been 
trained,” he said. 

Furthermore, the Prime 
Minister said, farmers could 
not use the 

of this century, 
t 
7 

‘s population was expect- 
e to reach 20 million. 

This was why the Govem- 
ment encouraged commer- 
cial farming, he added. 

“Food production will objectives, he said there was need to plan and try. must be done wnrl rf wp Y a need to understand and 
. . ..SA. . . . continue but by a lower “Everybody has a role to 

number of farmers, fisher- 
work well, everything, God 

men and breeders. This can 
share responsibilities. He play. You cannot say one willing, wdl be well. 

be done if they change their 
added that the country’s vi- 
sion would not be reahsedif 

profession is more impor- “We must remember that 

approach by instilling good management, skilled train; 
everyone strayed from their 

tant than the other. All pro- ~ progress, stability and 

duties and responsibihtres. 
&strons are equally impor- / peace are the result of our 

1 own effort. We also realise 
Fegaydzdbetter technology, He said: “We need to re- 1 

In trying to realise these 
new our commitment to 

“By dividingourwork, we that there is no benefit if 
become more efficient. Ev- 

help realise our targets. We eryone has a duty, and it 
there is confiict among us,” 
he said. 
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