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‘Ile was saddened by 
tribution of poison-pen let- 
ters in the on-going cam- 
paign to the party election 
in November. 

The Prime Minister said 
he feared that contents in 
the letters would be used by 
the Opposition. He added 
that he had asked that this 
form of campaigning be 
stopped. 

Dr Mahathir was asked to 
comment on the campaign- 
ing for party posts in the 
run-up to the general assem- 
bly and election. He had ear- 
lier chaired the Umno su- 
preme council meeting at 
k&e party headquarters 

Party vice-president Da- 
tuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim and 
supreme council members 
Tan Sri Abdul Rahim 
Tamby Chik, Tan Sri Mu- 
hammad Muhammad Taib 
and Datuk Seri Najib Tun 
Razak have been the target 
of some of these poison-pen 
letters. 

Dr Mahathir said he was 
also unhappy that some of 
the poison-pen letters have 
taken the form of “flying 
cartoons”. These docu- 
ments, containing all kinds 
of allegations aimed at dis- 
crediting certain figures 
contesting seats in the su- 
preme council, have been 
freely distributed in the cur- 
rent cam 

2 
aign. 

He sai : “My advice to ev- 
eryone is to campaign in a 
clean and healthy manner. 
In any election, t&re will be 
winners and losers. I also 
hope that everyone will take 
my advice and that the situ- 
ation won’t be so tense.” 

Asked to comment on the 
divisional meetings sched- 
uled to be held at various 
locations from this month, 
Dr Mahathir said that they 
had been generally smooth 
up to now. 

By Ahmad A. Talib He said there were some 

and Adlin M. Zabri *‘incidents where members 
were trading allegations. 

“I fear that such a form of 
campaigning will adversely 
$ct the image of the par- 

Asked what had hap- 
pened to his advice regard- 
ing the contest for the post 
of deputy president, Dr Ma- 
hathir said: “That’s histo- 
ry.” 

He added that the mem- 
bers felt that t$e party al- 
lows democratic practices 
to be maintained despite his 
earlier statement that he 
would prefer that the post I 
was not contested. 

He said that some mem- 
bers probably felt that his 
advice was “undemocratic”. 
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Asked whether the coun- 
cil discussed the issue sur- 
rounding community devel- 
opment (Kemas) officials 
vis-a-vis the Umno election, 
DrMahathir said the matter 
was not discussed, adding 
that it was a minor issue. 

But council members did 
discuss names of their rep- 
resentatives to the Youth 
and Wanita assemblies 
which will precede the as- 
sembly proper. 

The two wings will meet 
on Nov 4 to be followed by 
the assembl 
next day fort L 

proper the 
ee days. 

The council’s representa- 
tives to the Youth assembly 
will be Perlis Menteri Besar _ _ _ . ~~ 
UatUk Dr Abdul Hamid - Pawanteh, Public Enter- 
prises Minister Datuk Dr 
Yusof Nor and Deputy For- 
eign Minister Datuk Dr Ab- 
dullah Fadzil Che Wan. 

The council will send Pa- 
hang Menteri Besar Tan Sri 
Khalil Yaakob, Consumer 
Affairs and Domestic Trade 
Minister Datuk Abu Hassan 
Omar and Deputy Energy, 

seconded by the Wanita 
wing. 

He said the supreme coun- 
cil in its meeting, agreed to 
maintain its earlier decision 
that appeals, petitions, 
grouses from individuals, 
branches and divisions on 

meetings should be referred 
to the State Umno liaison 
offices. 

He said: “We studied the 
divisions and branches 
which had problems and the 
supreme council has made 
decisions on them. These de- 

Telecommunications and 
Posts Minister Tajol Rosli to 
the Wanita assembly. 

Dr Mahathir said the as- 
sembly would be presented 
with only two resolutions 
this year-one on the presi- 
dent’s speech and the other 

on education. 
The Perak Umno will pre- 

sent the resolution err the 
presidential speech, to be 
seconded by the Youth 
movement, while Selangor 
will present the education 
resolution, which will be - 

cisions will be communicat- 
ed. to the respective State 
liaison offices or implemen- 
.tation.” I-P- 

Dr Mahathir is confident 
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beaten 
. crises 

ROM PAGE’ONE 
Umno members are 

sensible enough not to let 
the partv elections in No- 
vember split them. 

Asked whether the con- 
tests for party 
coming assemb y will split P 

osts in the 

the party, Dr Mahathir said 
Umno had ‘none through 
and survived crises befor& 

He said as the Utio nresi- 
dencv was not beina ‘chal- 
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preoccupied with campaign 
ing for the comin 
elections that they fl 

party 
ad ne- t 

glected their duties. 
“Umno leaders have not 

been neglecting their duties 
but, as z?lways,-have put na- 
tional matters such as infla- 
tion and economic growth 
close to their hearts. 

“Umno is not so preoccu- 
pied with this campaign 
that it has forgotten its re- 
sponsibilities to the Govern- 
ment,” Dr Mahathir said. 

Asked about allegations 
of “outsiders” interfering in 
Malaysia’s internal politics 
and economic affairs, Dr 
Mahathir said: “I don’t care 
whet&&r they are from with- 
in or outside the country 
t&c$se that’s not impor- 

The Government, he s&d 
could not stop these people 
(outsiders) from interfermg 
in domestic politics ami the 
economy as they would still 
continue doing so. even if.it 
tried stopping them. 

He said the supreme COIJII- 
cil also congratulated the 
Pahang Urnno! espeof&y 
Khalil for the victoljti~&$t 
month’s Batu Talam I@- 
election. 

The su rkme council~a~o 
discusse t the peace efforts 
by the Palestiniah Libera- 
tion Organisation and Isra- 
el. Dr Mahathir said Umno 
supported the PLO decision 
to recognise the state of Is- 
rael as part of the peace 
efforts. 
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