PM: Don’t allow any differences
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KUALA TERENGGANU
Thurs. —M_DgltlgL_SsnDLMa
hathir Mo ama:ﬂ today
ca on policy-makers and
government officers to put
aside whatever differences
they may have and strive to
take the country to greater
heights.

In any organisation, espe- .

cially in such a big one as
the administration, there
was bound to be misunder-
standing but $!fis should
never be all ,«ed to bring
about adversé effects on the
performance of their duties,
the Prime Minister said.

Instead, they must devote
themselves towards improv-
ing the people’s livelihood
and the country’s develop-
ment, he said.

“Today Malaysia is more
than a developing country.
We are grateful for this, but
we must remember this is
possible because its econo-
my and politics are stable,”
Dr Mahathir said at a lun-
cheon address to govern-
ment employees at the Men-
teri Besar’s residence.

Menteri Besar Tan Sri
Wan Mokhtar Ahmad and
State Executive Councillors
were also present at the
lunch.

Dr Mahathir, who arrived
here today on a two-day vis-
it to Terengganu, reminded
them that development
could not be carried out
smoothly without proper
planning and efféctive im-
plementation zided by the
right attitude: ]

He was glad that Tereng-
ganu had been able to carry
out many development pro-
jects in the {)ast few years,
made possib gartly by the
income through the royalty
payments it received from
the oil and gas industries in
the State,

He said that Terengganu
was getting five per cent
royalty or about half a bil-
lion ringgit a year from its

etroleum resources and
had been labelled the Kuwa-
it of Malaysia.

But these ,resources
would not help develop any
country if they were not

roper y tapped or utilised,

e said.

“There may be countries
with these resources, but
they are not developed be-
cause they do not utilise
them. In fact, some have
even been colonised.

“This shows that with
rich resources, a country
may not necessarily become
wealthy unless it has the
expertise and the. ablhty to
tap and utilise them,” he
said

Malaysm, he said, had
able officers whose perfor-
mance had improved
through training.

“But we are not satisfied.
We want to improve further
so that we can restructure
our society to become self-
reliant and able to mamtam
the spirit of independence,”
he said.

Towards this, Menteris
Besar, Executive Council-
lors, senior officers and staff
must be responsible and co-
operate with each other.

“They must put aside pet-
ty differences which could
disrupt their work,” he said.

Malaysia was able to car-
ry out its development pro-
jects smoothly now because
of its efficient administra-
tion, he said, adding that its
achievements had made Ma-
laysia become known as a
model country.

“But we must not be arro-
gant. We must be humble
and continue to improve our
performance,” he added.
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