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KUALA TERENGGANU, 
Fri. - It will not be a dis- 
grace if a candidate nomi- 
nated to contest in the 
Umno elections on Nov 4 
were to withdraw because 
he feels that he cannot win, 
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mo- 

test. But the most important 
thing was to be proper and 
be guided b 

P 
a thorough as- 

sessment (o one’s chances), 

members and community 
leaders at the Menteri Be- 
sar’s residence. Apart from 
Tan Sri Wan Mokhtar Ah- 
mad, others present includ- 
ed public Enterprises Minis- 
ter Datuk Dr Yusof Nor and 
Deputy primary Industries 
Minister Tengku Datuk 
Mahmud Mansor. 

of candidate. The assess- 
ment must be based on what 
we all want, that is, whether 
the selected person can pro- 
vide good leadership for the 

-The%nno president and 
prime Minister said it would 
be better for the contestant 
to acce t 

8 
reality, but if he 

insiste on going through 
the democratic process 
practised in Umno, then he 
should accept the outcome 
of the polls. - 

He said it would not be 
wrong not to contest as it 

he said. 
“A decision will be made 

and you will get what you 
deserve. If a person uses 
money and we vote him in, 
this means that we elected a 
corrupt person. 

“Therefore, don’t be an- 
gry if it ruins the nation. If 
this happens, then we 
should carrv. the burden. 
You cannot ‘blame anyone 
else except yourself because 

ou made the decision. 
Gh erefore, you deserve it.” 

Dr Mabathir was s sk- 
ing at a gathering of I!? mno 

Dr Mahathir said it was 
im rtant for dele ates to 
m Jr B e a very carefu assess- 
ment of the candidates they 
intended to elect because 
the future of the country 
would partly depend I. on 
their decision. 

“I therefore urge the dele- 
gates at their divisional 
meetings to make a careful 
assessment of their choice 

Bribery 
charges 
not good, 
says PM 
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welcome. Therefore, I must 
be clever so-as not to over- 
stay my welcome. I pray to 
God to show me when I 
should say goodbye.” 

Later, when asked if any 
of the present leaders have 
“overstayed their wel- 
come”, Dr Mahathir said: “I 
was talking about myself. I 
fear that when the people 
don’t want me, I’ll still be 
sitting here. 

“That is why 1 want to 
know when I am not want- 
ed. But it is very difficult to 
know this.” 

He said there have been 
accusations that some dele- 
gates were bribed and prom- 
ised certain things. 

“If it’s true then it’s not 
good. But if it’s not true, we 
should not make the accusa- 
tions. I want no bribery or 
the use of money in the cam- 
paigns. The accusations 
must also stop. 

“Accusations will not be 
good for the party because 

the members together 
again. Worse still, the accu- 
sations may be exploited by 
the ppposition. When this 
~I;I~IJS, it will weaken the 

On wheBiZithe nomina- 
tions of Finance Minister 
Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim 

e diwsions~ yester- 
ected the wishes of 

change, 
mbers who wanted 

Dr Mahathir said: 
“I don’t know whether 

they want change or not. 
But it is clear that they 
chose him. It is their choice. 
As a democratic party, they 
can choose anybody.” 

Advising members and 
delegates on their cam- 
paigns in support of certain 
candidates, he said: “If the 
People like a candidate, they 
will support him. But re- 
frain from giving money- or. . 
~akmg’fSDii-jC’bf&i~s dur- 
mg the campaigns. 

“Also important, don’t 
vent your anger when cam- 
paianina.” 
- l%? appealed to those con- 
testing senior posts at the 
national or divisional levels 
to. accept the possibility of 
winning or losing. 

“When everything is over 
we should close ranks. We 
should accept the results 
and congratulate the win- 
ner with a 
operate unti *P 

romise to co- 

trans.” 
the next elec- . 

partyand country.” 
He said members should 

not have the notion that 
their leaders would stay in 
their respective positions 
forever. 

“I’m 69 now. I can still 
stand and talk sense. But I 
don’t know for how lo 
be around or needed. T “a 

I’ll 
ere 

will be someone who will 
replace me. 

‘As an English saying 
goes, don’t overstay your 
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