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with more similaritlcs rather than (Ii ff efcncc:;. 
This W;I!; beCaUr;c? it11 major World religion:; !; tr.ovc! tar the e:;t:ab.Li slrment 

of good while r-cject.ing all that could lcstl to rancour ,31id der;truction, the 
Prime Minister said in his mesr,aqe in t.hc souvcni I‘ progt-ammc? 01 <l tlseminar 
011 the role ,311d influcncc of religion wllict~ bcqdn toddy. 

The four-day seminar, jointly organisctl by I.hc Ini;t it.rit.c of 151 dmic 

Understanding (IKIM) and Goethe Institute, was opened by FJle Chi el: 
Secretary to the Government Tan Sri Ahmad Sarji Abdu) Hamld. 

Dr Mahathir also expressed the hope that a serious effort be made 
towards identifying more points of agreement whi3.e a common stand was 
established against matters th?t were potentiall~y disruptj.ve to the 
achievement of a peaceful and understanding world. 

He also congratulated IKIM and the Goethe Institute for their 
initiative in holding the s%minar on “The Role and InfJuencc of Religions 
in ‘Society”. . 
-- more . 
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Mahathir-Religion 2 Kuala Lympur 
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Dr Mahathir is scheduled to de1iver.hi.s keynote address at the seminar 
‘tomorrow. 

In his speech, Ahmad Sarji said despite the similarities that existed 
between Islam’and Christianity “sometimes we witness great differences 
between both. ” 4 

The differences, he noted, were not only in terms of their behaviour 
towards one another but also in terms of their t.re;ltment towards one 
another. 

“Islam is the i i rr;t. rcliqion which ha:; I ro;~l.cd pc;~cc!ul co-t:xist.cnce as 
the foundation of collective life,” hc said. 

According to Islam, t*here was no compulsion in mat,t.crs of belief. and i.t 
was a matter of the mind and the heart, he added. 

IKIM Direct.or-General Datuk Dr Ismail Tbrahim, in his welcomjng 
address, said’ the world was witnessing the re-cmcrgcncc of the importance 
of religion in society. 

The ~rn:;ecularisation ot the world, hc said, was one ot. t.hc dominant: 
social facts of life in the late 20th century. -- more 
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Mahathir-Religion 3 (last) Kuala Lumper 

Goethe Institute Kuala Lumpur Director Dr Matthias Rick sai.d the ” 
seminar was not meant to make a comparison b6twcen Islam and Christianity 
but rather to discuss the inl-lucnce ot religions on societ.ies. 

Malaysian and Gcrm;ln :;cholarr; .worlltl be scckinq to uncover the basic / 
rcliqiou:; clemcnts, vii;it>lc or hidden, co~~scious or unconscious which guide 
and shape soc:ict.ier,, hc added. -- Ilcrnama . 
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