
immediately ;~ntl appl ietl to all types of 1orc:;t.s ;intl timbers. 
Ilc said despite cf torts 1.0 tlcvclop ;Ind adopt ;1 more ba I nriccti tramcwork 

globally, tropical forests continued to f ace nnl;~i I scrutiny 1. ram tlcvclopcd 
countries and were subjected to mounting pressures and bans. 

Opening the 14th Commonwealth Forestry Conference attended by about 400 
participants here, the Prime Minister, known for his outspokenness on the 
issue, said currently the crnly set of internationally-agreed standards on 
sustainability was the one adopted by the Internation:]. Tropical Timber 
Organisation (ITTO) which applied exclusively to tropical forests. 

He added: “What bothers us most is that non-tropical forests and 
timbers which competes with tropical timber in the same international 
timber market are not being subjected at all to any internationally-agreed 
standards and commitment to sustainability. -- more 
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“Yet, we know that the practice of clear fell.ing of miles and miles of 
temperate forests causes more environmental damage than the controlled 
selective logging practised in tropical forests.” 

H.e.said the North rejected a proposal to expand the International . . 
Tropical Timber-Agreement (ITTA) 1983 to cover, all timbers so that 
non-tropical timbers could be subjected to the same sustainability criteria 
and thus el.iminate all broblems of discriminati.on and double standards. 

Taking to task the North for not. being serious and sincere in making 
any concrete commitment, even outside ITTA, Dr Mahathir said: “Forests are 
renewable natural resources and the developed countries can redeem 
themselves by raising their f.orest; cover to a respectable l.cvel through, 
perhaps, the conversion to forests of. their heavily r;llbsi.di scd farms which * ’ 
are causing gricvious harm to hnsubsidi scd commodi t-y exports of developing 
countri cc. ” 

Dr Mahathir- outlinctl M;il<lysia’s conserv,~1.ior~ cl fort:; and re;if f i rmt~tl tlic 

country’s commi tmeut to the ITT0 :; sustainable target. by the year 2000 as 
well as drew attention to the lack of support from many countries on the 
establishment of an independent world commission on f:orests and sustainable 
development. -- more 
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He said apart from the decision by the United Nations Commission on 
Sustainable Development (CSD) toL rcvi.cw forestry-rel atcd matters in 1995, 
there had been no significant implementation of decisions by the United 
Nations Conf c?rc!nc:o on Envi ronmcnt anti I~evclopmcnl. (UNCCI)) on fbrestry. 

In view of the urqcncy of the Iorcst issue it was imperative that an 
inter-qovernmenta 1 t.;~sk forcr! on f orcl:;t.ry b(: c:; t;lbl i shed under the aegis of 
the CSD to undertake the necessary prcp,lr;ll.ions ;lnd consultations for the 
1995 rcvicv, he addctl. 

Dr Mahal.hir silid t.hc Commonwca 1 th w;I:; WC 1 1 p I aced t.o onc(: ;1q;l in 1 cad by 
example the implementation of UNCIII) tlccision:; in view 01 i 1.:; pioneer effort 
in promoting 2 t)alanccO npproach to 1.h(& qIob4I ~:;:;IIP:; of fr~rrsl.5 ;~ntl 
Cllvl ror~mcrlt through the! L;Inqk;lwi I)ccl;~r;ll irj11. 

He SllggcsCcd several inlt!iatives to implement UNC1’D ,torc:;t principles 
within the Commo?wealth. They included the recognition that all states llave 
the sovereign right to man;lge their forest. rc:;o~~rcc:; on :;u:;ta 111aM c bilS1 ! ;  
taking into account the need for social and economic development. -- more 
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Urging for su6tainable forest management and criteria for, all. types of 

forests and timbers, he said efforts towards greening the world should be 

the main responsibility of those countries with low forest cover. 
He called for the world’s forest cover to be increased to 30 per cent 

by the year 20.00. 
Developing countries ., chould also be provided with new and additional 

resources and access to environmentally-sound technologies, he said, 
adding 

that a supportive and non-discriminatory international economic climate and 

trade in forest products was also necessary. -- Bernama 
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