
- ~---. 
_ CNS8189 

U GE 13-09 001111 EGO17 
sac 

Mahathir-ncwsuspers 
STOP SACRILEGE, - PM WARNS NF,WSI’AI’ERS 
hm -;13 
KUALA LUMI’UR, Scpt IT ! llc rnilrn;l ) -- The Prime Minist.or I)ot.uk Scri 1)~. 

Mahathir Mohamed has remlnded newspapers not to carry ita.5 sacrl.leglous to 
=%Ae-mr10\1s religions in the country. 

Doing so would only create pub1 ic tension and strife which w0ul.d not 
benefit anyone, he said. 

Dr Mahathir was commenting on a cartoon strip carried by a local 
Chinese newspaper last Monday purportedly depicting Prophet Muhammad. 

“This is unhealthy . . . we must not do things that touch on any 
religious beliefs in the country, ” he told reporters after opening the 14th 
Commonwealth Forestry Conference at. the Shangri-La here. 

DF Mahathir said there should be no sacrilege not. onlay towards Muslims 
but also followers of other religion:;. -- more 

AZZ RN 

113/09/17-1lMST s 
U GE 13-09 00113 EGO18 
aae \ Mahathir-newspapers 2 (last) Kuala Lumpur 

On the government’s action agai.nst the newspa,per concerned, Dr Mahathir 
who is Home Minister, said he would have to see the report on the matter 
first. 

Kelantan Menteri Besar Haji Nik Aziz Nik Mat, who also attended the 
functitin, urged the authorities to take action against the newspaper. 

H,e-said being sacrilegious would not solve problems but oniy create 
cbntempt and vengeance. 

“If somethjng is wrong, we can sit together and discuss especially when 
it is about Prop!iet Muhdmhad . . . WC don’t joke about it, ” he said of the 
cartoon strip. -- Bernama 
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Meanwhile, the Deputy Home Minister Datuk Megat Junid Ayob warned all 
newspapers that the ministry could revoke their permits if they ridiculed 
Islam. 

He said newspapers should not touch on religious sensitivities 
especially that of Islam which is the country’s official religion. 

“Newspapers that deride Islam will have their permits cancelled,” he 
said in a statement here. 

The ministry ‘would issue a stern warning to the publisher of the 
newspaper concerned and blacklist the person responsible in putting out the 
cartoon strip. 

It would a1s.o investigate and fully monitor the Daily News of Hong Kong 
from which the cartoon strfp was lifted, Megat Junid said. -- more 
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Meqat Junid said to avoid a recurrence, t.lrc ministry would seek the 
help 01. Pusat Islam to scrutiniso media publ icat.iorl:; for ncqativc 
portrayals of Islam. 

There xa:; a need for kn approach Lo c:o~int(!r 
as to protect Islam’s 

:;u(*h ncqativc port.rayals so 

Bernama 
sanctity and Prophet Muh;lmmatl':; divinity, hc said.-- 
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