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Mahathir-Israel 
MALAYSIA NEEDS TIME TO CONSIDER RECOGNITTON OF TSRI~I%, SAYS PM . 

KUALA LUMPUR, Scp t.. 13 
.-a 

-- Ma 1 sysi ;I wi II need some time to 
SLlltly 1:hc po ssihi lit-y & rccogni sing Israel. cvcn though Tel Avi.v and I.hc 
Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) have reached a peace accord. 

Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamnd said Malaysia’s stand 
with regard t6 ‘Israel wou1.d be bqsed on that-?ountry?-zattitude to the Arab 
states and the Muslims in Palestine. 

“If Israel has changed its attitude, WC! need to rcvicw our stand 
especial 1 y s in(:c ttio Pa lost.iniilrl!; t tlwnsc! I VP!; II;IVO r~r’oc~n i sod I !;rac; ” ho 
told’reporl.ct-s af.t.er opening Lhe 14th Commonweal Lh 120recLry Confer-e;lcc at 
the Shangri-La here. 

He said Malaysia needed time to review the matter as the country could 
not just suddenly reverse it% long-standing policy of non-recognition of 
Israel. 

Dr Mahathir hoped the agreement .for limited Pal.estinian self-rule in 
the Gaza strip and k’est; bank town of ,Jericho would mark the first step 

I 

towards further negotiations bctwccn Israel and the PLO. -- more 
. . 
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“I hope they will resolve their problems through negotiations, not 
through confrontations ,‘I he said. 

Commenting on a newspaper report that the ringgit was being 
“internationali sctl”, gclti ny demand from as far a:; Europe, Dr Mahathir said 

he hoped the situation would not ;lff:cct t,he value of the Malaysian 
currency. 

In its front-page report, the Business Times said one of the major 
reasons for the ringgi t’s demand ovccsca5 h’;15 that many investors believe 
i 1: to be undcrval 11cd qi vcn I:lic couni:ry’ I; robur;t, economic per formancc. 

“I hope Lhis kind of thinkil\g tlocr;n’ 1 1.(1:;111 1. 111 1.1~~~ ~‘in~qqi t-. hcing 
devalued or revalued without any ha:; i :;, ” IIV :;<I id . 

He said the currency of a county) mu:;t, ref lcct it.:; cconornir: pcrlormancc 

and the status of its tlcvt:lopmc!nl.. 
“Ours is st.ill a devciopinq country.. . WC 11oct1 to have low cost in 

order to be able to compete wi.th others,” he added. -- Bernama 
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