— PM: I wasn’t referring

to the top 1

KUALA LUMPUR, 1@. —
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir.Mo-
h sald today his state-
ent Tast week that candi-
dates with no chance should
withdraw from the Umno
elections was not directed at
the party’s top leadership
but divisional heads.

The Umno president and
Prime Minister said he was
talking about the contest for
the divisional chairmen’s
posts. “There is no need for
too many contests. If you
have no chance, there is no
need to contest,” he said.

Speaking to reporters af-
ter opening the 14th Com-
monwealth Forestry Con-
ference at Shangri-L.a Hotel
here, Dr Mahathir said he
was also talking about him-
self. He was asked to com-
ment on current political de-
velopments in Umno.

He said: “I have no inten-
tion to remain if 1 have
reached the senile stage.”

Asked whether there

would be an attempt to
avert a contest for the depu-
ty president’s post, Dr Ma-
hathir said he alone could
not avert one.

“It’s up to the Umno lead-
ership... and the Umno lead-
ership is not just me alone,”
he said.

He added that it was up to
the Umno supreme council
whether to discuss this de-
velopment at its meeting be-
fore the party’s general as-
sembly. ¢

Asked to comment on the
mood of some of the divi-
sional meetings, Dr Ma-
hathir said it was not too
bad, although a few were
tense.

On whether Malaysia
would recognise Israel with

eadership
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ic countries as well as the
Palestinians.

“But we will need to re-
consider this stand especial-
ly since the Palestinians
have recognised Israel,” he
said.

He said Malaysia would
need some time to look at it.

Dr Mahathir also remind-
ed newspapers not to carry
items sacrilegious to the
various religions in the
country.

It would only create pub-
lic tension and strife which
would not benefit anyone,
he said.

Dr Mahathir, who is also
Home Minister, was com-
menting on a cartoon strip
carried by a local Chinese
newspaper last Monday pur-

the signing of the Isralil-/,pprtedly depicting Prophet
M

PLO peace pact, he said tle
Government would study
the matter.

“Our stand towards Isreal
is influenced by their ac-
tions on the Arab and Islam-

uhammad (SAW).

“This is unhealthy... we
must not do things that
touch on any religious be-
liefg in the country,” he
|Saiq.
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