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KUALALUMPUR, Mon.:. At the opening of the 
Prime Minister Datuk Seri 14th Commonwealth For- 
Dr Mahathir Mol’iXBiaeestrv Conference here. Dr 
dammlor-es?%- 
lishment of an inter-gov- 
ernmental task force on 
forestry under the aegis of 
the United Nations Com- 
mission on Sustainable 
Development (UNCSD). 

demands our urgent atten- 
tion and action, it is imper- 
ative that an inter-govern- 
mental task force on 
forestry be established.” 

tbyres of-forests and tim- 

He also suggested that 
an initiative be launched 
to streamline the implw 
mentation of the UNCED 
forest principles within 
the Commonwealth. 

6 efforts towards green- 
ing the world being made 
the main responsibility of 
those countries with low 
forest cover, to be pursued 
in the context of increas- 

0 PICTURE IN P2 

He said it was impera- 
tive that such a task force 
be formed to undertake 
preparations and consul- 
tations for a review of the 
UN’s programme on sus- 
tainable development 
scheduled for 1995. 

These initiatives should 
emphasise: 

ing the world’s forest cov- 
er to 30 per cent of its land 
area by the year 2000; 

This would be a more 
constructive way to push 
for the effective imple- 
mentaticx the post- 
UNCED (United Nations 
Conference on Environ- 
ment and Development) 
agenda on global forestry 

Mahathir said the in~tia- 
tive for the establishment 
of an indepen ent 

1 
world 

commission on orests and 
sustainable development 
appeared to have faltered 
due to lack of support. 

“More than a year has 
passed since the forest 
principles were adopted. 
Apart from the decision 
taken by the UNCSD to 
review forestry-related 
matters under its multi- 
layer thematic work pro- 
gramme in 1995, there has 
been no significant imple- 
mentation of the UNCED 
decisions on forestry. 

“Given the heavy an& 
wide-ranging work pro- 
gramme of the UNCSD 
and that forests have 

0 acceptance by all that 
States that have the sover- 
eign right to exploit and 
manage their forest re- 
sources on a sustainable 
basis, taking into account 
the need for social and eco- 
nomic development as 
well as the protection of 
the forests and the envi- 

+enment; 
0 sustainable forest 

management with the sus- 
tainability criteria being 

0 developing countries 
being provided with new 
and additional resources 
and access to environmen- 
tally-sound technologies 
and bein 
such tee nologies fl 

given access to 
on fa- 

vourable terms in order to 
enhance their capacity to 
manage, conserve and de- 
velop their forests; 

0 the promotion of a 
supportive international 

economic c 
trade in for 
based on no 
tory and xr 
agreed rules 
dures as we 
moval of tar 
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