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Dr Mahathir said the is- 
sue at hand was to find the 
ways and means of how a 
nation could produce a peo- 
ple or society that had, as its 
core, a deep sense of reli- 
gious consciousness, com- 
mitted to the highest stan- 
dard of ethical and moral 
values and yet was most 
progressive, industrious, 
dynamic and dedicated to- 
wards advancement and 
progress. 

He said this was &es- 

sary and pertinent because 
one could achieve material 
progress through physical 

ltEi%eYtEitE&~ 
terial wealth could be wiped 
out if one did not have the 
right set of moral values. 

le only at the imllvid- 

In a keynote address at an 
international seminar on re- 
ligion and its role in society, tion towards achieving a 

Dr Mahathir said: “Religion 
more fruitful and meamng- 
ful life.” 

“We have to be conscious 
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of the need for balanced and 
integrated development in 
the sense that planning and 
development should mcor- 
porate the need for spiritual 
upliftment right from the 
start and not to leave such 

.~ - - 

a more balanced *life 
ingredient at the end. 

‘We have so far ignored 
thiSaS 
especl ly durmg the ml& 

.rt of development 

planning stage. If we hi- 
elude this, it is only as an 
after-thought.” 

and escape in esoteric reli- 
gious practices. 

He said that in the past, 
the country had concentrat- 
ed almost entirely on hysi- 
cal development, but P ately 
some aspects of human de- 
velopment, mainly in the 
form of non-spiritual hu- 
man resources develop- 
ment, were included, . 

essary to develop all the po 
tentials of the individual in 
both body and soul. 

This aspect of develop- 
ment had not been given 
sufficient attention, he said. 

“It is no surprise, there- 
fore, that we are faced *with 

pressed, suffering all kinds 
of 
WitR 

sychological ailments, 
many seeking solace 

In so doing, he said, they 
inte reted Islam in ways 
wluc were unIslamic. 2 

“Because of this, Islam 
and the Muslims have ac- 
quired a bad name. It is re- 
garded as a millstone round 
the necks of the followers, 
retarding their develop- 

numerous human prooiems 
This meeting of the Mus- 

k and Christian minds 
should serve to correct not 
onl 

ii 
the distorted views 

eat has of the other but 
also to bring back religion to ment. - 
its proper perspective in the ;‘!t has become associ@ed 
scheme of things.” with unprincipled practices 

Dr Mahathir said certain such as terrorism and mms- 
sections of the Muslim corn- VASE TURN TO 
munity were weak and op- PAGE 2, COL 4 

He said human develop 
ment entailed education, 
training, .the environment 
and the like, that were nec- 
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IE t x remists 
‘bane. 
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‘ces to their co-religibnists 

and the followers of other 
religions. It has split them 
into warring factions, caus- 
ing untold misery and car- 
nage among them.” 

He said Muslim extrem- 
ists prided themselves on 
their adherence to Islam hut 
in fact were the bane of Is- 
lam, adding that it was they 
who gave Islam a bad image 
and who prevented the 
world from understanding 
the true teachings of Islam. 

Dr Mahathir said Western 
society was also witnessing 
the breakdown of estab- 
lished institutions such as 
marriage, family, respect 
for elders as well as respect 
for conventions, customs 
and tF&litions. 

He said certain sections of 
Western society had noth- 
ing to hold on to and they 
were adrift and without di- 
rection. _ 
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