PM: Malaysians
are hecoming
more refigious

By G CHUN WAI

KUALA LUMPUR: Ma-
laysians of all faiths are
becoming more religious
even though they are
growing richer, Datuk
Seri Qr_Mahathir Maha-
mad sajd yesterday.

The Prime Minister
said the Government had
always stressed the need
for a balance between de-
velopment and values.

He said that over the
years, the Government
had noted that Malaysians
wete turning more to reli-
gion. >

“This is a good thing.
When we talk about Vi-
sion 2020, we stress moral
values, not just per capita
income of US$14,000,” he
told participants at a sem-
inar here.

He was answering
questions from the floor
in a two-hour dialogue
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with the participants af-
ter opening the seminar
jointly organised by the
Institute of Islamic Un-
derstanding Malaysia
(Ikim) and the Goethe In-
stitute.

Over a hundred local
and foreign academics
are attending the four-
day seminar on The Role
and Influence of Religions
In Society. .

. Dr Mahathir said there
was a trend among Mus-
lims to wear white caps
and to cover their heads,
a manifestation of their
adherence tq religion.

Among the Christians,
he added, congregations
were held not just in for-
mal churches but also in
residential houses.

“Hindus and Taoists
have also shown much
more awareness and de-
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gion,” he said.

Dr Mahathir believed
Malaysians would not for-
get their religions even
when the country became
more prosperous.

The Prime Minister was
asked whether there was
a danger of Malaysia los-
ing its values and religion
as it became more afflu-
ent, as what had happened
to the West.

Dr Mahathir also spoke
on the need for tough leg-

islation to deal with reli-
gious extremists who ad-
vocated the use of vio-
le

groups who feel that the
Government is not prac-
tising Islam the way it
should be. They can criti-
cise, but if they advocate
violence, we will step in,”
he warned.

On the role of women in
Islam, the Prime Minister
they should not be side-
lined as they could con-
tribute to society.

He said the Govern-

n’t advocate violence

A

ment would have to ap-
point more wqmen judges
because there\were now
more women studying

l‘%?e hax:I |~ il s 7§w than men.

“Women are encour-
aged to play a role. If they
want to cover their head
to pilot a plane, that’s fine
so long as they can hear,”
he quipped.

Dr Mahathir also called
for a “meeting of Muslim
and Christian minds” at
the seminar to help cor-
rect misconceptions and
distorted views of each
other.
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