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LAW MAY BE AMENDED TO CLARIFY COURTS' POWER TO HEAR POLITICAL GASES

bm 1Y W,
ALOR SETAR, Sept.20 -tBernama) -- Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said today the government may be forced to amend the law to further
“Flarify the powers of the court to hear cases brought by members of
political parties to prevent wasting the court's time.

UMNO would first get the correct interpretation as to whether or not
the courts had the powérs to hear such cases, he added.

" we have to amend the law so as to make it clear that the courts
have no jurisdiction in this field," he told a press conference after a
meeting with Kubang Pasu UMNO division, Youth and Wanita members at the
Menteri Besar's official residence in Mentaloon.

Dr Mahathir, who is head of Kubang Pasu divisions said this when
commenting on the call by Law Minister to UMNO members to refrain from
taking party cases to the courts in view of many such cases lately.

Asked whether he was unhappy with the decisions made by the courts on
cases brought by UMNQ members recently, Dr Mahathir said: "I feel, may be I
am wrong, that the courts have no jurisdiction (in these cases)." —-- more
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He added, however, that the matter requir ; i fi i
dded, ; . quired clarification from the
court§ as tﬁ whether they had jurisdiction or otherwise.
frgs ;a}d. F;om what I know,. we have prohibited political party problems
eing resolvedAhy the courts unless if a member wanted the court to
enfgrie a party decision. Only that the court can do '
"But we find that the court is giving icts, whi
g verdicts, which as fa 3
on.gatters the courts have no jurisdiction. ras d o,
"But when they make’ BTG Y ¢ ' e Ll i |
by then - Y Be the’ordcrs, we cannot 1gnore them, we have to abide
Ig wa§ clear in the UMNO Constitution that if any member took UMNO
-?Egh%e2§vto Eou;?, ths member would be expelled except in the case of the
. en to him under the Constitution to ask the ¢
party decision, he added. ‘ @ court to enforee !
DF ﬂahathlr said if this power 'was given to the courts, in party
pol;;;cs there were people who would make indiscriminate use of the courts
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:"The st i < Al ald
people ggi?glg?kgf i;g; giedééllgetcagnot be resolved by the law. If
- : 1Xe, und to disli e '
Like... hence it's aifficult,” he addeq. o C'en thoudh the lav says to
e jurisdiction of the courts were ifi
wogéd be wasted by people who wgrto‘wcre not clarified, the courts’
said.

He added: "TF ins 3
or instance, a member deliberately brings along someone who

has no riqght
quict and;wheiohztgggg gsitipgs.lne knows (that it's wrong) but he keeps
being vali ) - in, nhe raises the question of t i )

"Hgnce 1Shgﬁcigse a person who had no right attended tﬁetgse??etlng not
court s éime Witherclz are people like that, we are only wastiﬁ ‘t?g.

Asked Whether.Umgolwzﬁ;gssggkdigiberate ill-intentioned tacgic;e"
obtain : ¢ court's interpretat] niuncti
clarif?q by UMNO members, Dr Mahathir said: "Yes pwgtitlonAon Lnjunctions.

cation but sometimes we have little timé“' b o seek |

"For instanc
ST e, tomorrow we are qoing to have the meetinq ve get it
i

Ls were nc time
re deliberately out to create trouble, he

(injunction) or this '
1s morning we are ¢oi :
are alreadyv s S going to hold the meeti ]
in and o ¥ seated and waiting for the meeting to begi ing, the people
nd says cannot. -- more cgin, the lawyer comes
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"Hence, I think if the law allows this... it is daifficult... the
meetings cannot go on. Anyone can do anything and ask for injunction.™

on whether UMNO cases recently taken to court were deliberate, he said
believed there were such cases.

Asked about the possibility of UMNO divisional delegates meetings being

postponed to a date later than Sept.30 the last day for such meetings, he

said: "Trouble lah.
"We cannot have mectings. .. so many things they can do... I'm afraid

that some people who have no right might attend the general asssembly (of

UMNO) on the sly, then claim the elections arc invalid because people who
All this can be done.™

had no right to attend the mecetings had done so.
The Prime Minister, who arrived here on board the Fastern and Oriental

Express luxury train, returned to Kuala Lumpur by air this evening.
Farlier, he inspected the amall- and Medium-scalce Tndustries

Information Centre at.the Kedah Regional Development Authority (Keda)

building where he was briefed by KEDA General Manager Mohamad Yusof Mohamad

Johor and visited the Kedah branch otfice of the Malay Chamber of Commerce

in the same building. -- Bernama
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