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JITRA, Thurs. Umno
president and Prime Minis-
ter Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir

Q A

mno members to choose
leaders who could bring
.good to the party.

He said members should
make their own judgment
and assess whether the lead-
ers they were going to elect
in the November party elec-
tions could bring good to the
party.

He advised them not to
choose leaders merely be-
cause the leaders were in a
position to give them Ili-
cences or allocations.

“If the leaders could bring
good to the party, we should
su%mrt him,” Dr Mahathir
said when opening the Ku-
bang Pasu Umno divisional
delegates’ meeting at De-
wan Jitra here today.

He said: “When we cast
our votes, we must think
properly ... whether the per-
son we choose could bring
good to the party.

“I have no other advice
except that we think about
our party. I support the par-
ty ... I do not support any-
one.

“It is up to the party mem-
bers to decide but it must be
in the interest of the party,”
he added.

Dr Mahathir also advised

Umno members not to be
obsessed with certain lead-
ers to the extent of deviatin;
from the party’'s actua
struggles.
- The Prime Minister, who
is also the Kubang Pasu di-
vision chief, said many had
wanted to know who he
would be supporting in the
party elections.

“I'side only one and I want
all members to vote for this
... ] side Umno,” he told the
packed hall of 1,000 people
who included party mem-
bers from other divisions.

“For me, people are not
important, Umno is impor-
tant ... we need Umno.

“I do not support anyone
and I do not reject anyone,”
he added.

The party president re-
minded the members that
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Role for everyone in Umno, says Dr M
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everyone in the party had a
role to play.

“Be they old or young,

man or woman, each of
them has a role in the party.

We cannot say women are '

more important to the party
... their votes alone could
not assure Umno’s victory
without the support from
the men.

“We have young and old
in the party. We cannot say
who is more important than
the other. The old is also
important to the party.

“The young must remem-
ber that they will get old one
day. So they cannot say the
old has no role because
when we are old we too
want to have arole ... (in tife
party),” said Dr Mahathir.

In Umno, there should be
strong co-operation be-
tween the old and young, he
said.

“The most important
thing now is for Umno to
remain forever strong.”

Dr Mahathir said the
members must realise that
they were not struggling for
leaders like him, Tun Hus-
sein Onn or Tunku Abdul
Rahman Putra Al-Haj but
for the party.  «.

“Our fpriority should be
Umno. If we choose certain

- >

leaders because of other rea-
sons, then we are deviating
from the party struggles.”

Dr Mahathir said when

former leaders Tengku Ra-
zaleigh Hamzah and Datuk
Musa Hitam contested
against him and deputy
president Abdul Ghafar
Baba in 1987, the two chal-
lengers set aside the party’s
interest and shiftecf their
priority to personal interest
to the extent of eventually
taking the party to court.
+ He said Umno was formed
not for certain people to be
the president or the deputy
president.

Dr Mahathir reminded
the members that they
should not indulge in activi-
ties detrimental to the par-

y.

“If we expose our own
weaknesses to the extent
that the Opposition could
use them against us, then it
wdill not benefit us,” he add-

ed.

Dr Mahathir also recalled
the time when Tengku Ra-
zaleigh contested against
Musa for the deputy presi-
dent’s post.

“I told Musa that the win-
ner will not take all, and
that the loser will not lose
all too.

“But when Musa won, he
wanted everything. Al-

though Razaleigh lost, he
was an Umno member and
that’s why I retained him as
the Finance Minister and
the party treasurer.

“In the second contest, 1
advised Razaleigh not to
fight but he did not listen
and Musa was not satisfied.
Although Razaleigh lost, I
did not discard him but
made him the Trade and
Industry Minister, a drop in
rank,” he added.

“But Musa resigned, prob-
ably unhappy with my deci-
sion. When“he resigned, it’s
a bit difficult for him to get
back in,” he added.

Dr Mahathir said in a con-
test, there would be a place
for the winner or the loser.

“For those who win and
lose, there are still places for
them ... but a bit lower place
for those who lose,” he said.

Dr Mahathir reminded
the members that only a
leader with full support
could work effectively. Oth-
erwise, he could not per-
form well.

He expressed his fear that
certain people would try to
declare the Umno assembly
invalid by taking it to the
court.

He also feared the attitude
of certain members who
place the selection of dele-
gates to the general assem-

bly in Kuala Lumpur as
more important than the
election of party leaders.

“Some members thought
being delegates is more im-
portant as they could ‘sell’
their votes.”

Dr Mahathir also said he
found it difficult to issue
statements because on
many occasions they were
misinterpreted as being sup-
portive of certain people.

“This year, I find it hard
to deliver spegches because
they have bken misinter-
preted or partly reported.

“When it is partly report-
ed, it will give a different
meaning. When I deliver a
speech, sometimes the
newspapers just report a
part of it, giving it a differ-
ent meaning.

“That makes me a bit wor-
ried about talking because [
fear it will be misinterpret-

“When I said I am neutral,
it was misinterpreted as be-
ing supportive of a certain
leader.

“When I say ‘no com-
ment’, it was also misinter-
preted as supporting certain
people.

“Some even tried to read
my facial expression. This is
the problem when people
start reading what is in your
heart,” he added.
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