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The changes took place 
without problems or dis- 
ruptions, the Prime Minis- 

has consistently followed 

ter said at a question-an- 

the same policy despite 

swer session after attend- 
ing a dinner hosted by the 

changes in leadership, 

US-Asean Business Coun- 
cil here on Thursday. 

Datuk Seril 

fairs and are willing to do 
what is right, he said. 

hathir said the world to- 
day calls for strong lead- 
ership that looks beyond 
national boundaries. 

It needs leaders who 
are decisive in world af- 

Drr Mahathir said some 
strong nations and world 
powers seemed unable to 
handle problems in Bos- 
nia-Herzegovina, Nagor- 
no Karabakh and Abkha- 
Zia. 
( “A leaderless world 
merely stands by to watch 
without extending a help- 
ing hand,” he said, adding 
that the Western democ- 
racies were unwilling and 
incapable of handling 
even small upstarts such 
as Serbia and Armenia. 

He said all the strong 
nations could not help be- 
cause they practised a 
distorted form of democ- 
racy that stressed form 
rather than substance. 

Dr Mahathir said when 

“I am sure that when 
my time comes and there 
should be a change, that 
change will not disrupt 
the progress of th>/un- 
try,” he added. 

/ Although the eaders 
change, he said, there will 
not be changes in the po- 
litical system. 

“We have leaders who 
will continue to accommo- 
date foreign invest- 
ments,” he said. 

Earlier, in his speech at 
the Council of Foreign Re- 
lations’ luncheon, Dr Ma- 

the Group of Seven (G-7) 
industrialised countries 
met recently in Tokyo, 
they were led by leaders 
who had no credible sup- 
port at home. 

They had support-rat- 
ings well below a demo- 
cratic majority, yet they 
represented the world’s 
most powerful nations. 

In the West, where vot- 
er turnouts seldom 
reached 50 per cent, it 
was possible for a govern- 
ment to be elected when it 
had the support of only 26 
per cent of the electorate. 

Weak government 
would throw up weak 
leaders, concerned more 
with placating the elec- 
torate than doitig the 
right things. 

He said the United Na- 
tions cannot function un- 
less strong leaders are 
able to lend their coun- 
tries’ support to fight po- 
litical and economic prob- 
lems besetting the world. 
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