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From ainon Ahma w  h%%%ibuted to the col- 
lapse of morality and the 
structure of human society. 

An instance of the double 
standards of the West - the 
champions of freedom and 
democracy - in matters of 
human rights is apparent in 
Bosnia-Hene ovina 
the victims o f 

where 
the brutality 

of the Serbs and Croats are 
actually revented from de 
fending emselves. % 

Malaysia, thus, takes ex- 

UNITED NATIONS, Sat. - 
Malaysia has called for an 
end to hypocrisy and double 
standards in the interna- 
tional communit so that, 
led by those wit genuine 3 
interest in international 
welfare, the members can 
progress and prosper in 
peace. 

The Prime Minister, 
speakin 

I 
at the 48th UN 

Genera Assembly, said 
only then would a brave 
new world emerge: equita- 
ble, ‘ust and prosperous - a 
wor d free from oppression, 1 
tve;po;and poverty or star- 

He also questioned and 
found blemishes in almost 
every notion held dear and 
propagated by Western soci- 
eties and called for the free- 
dom to accept or reject de- 
mocracy as the only 
acceptable system of gov- 
ermiieni. 

These blemishes and dou- 
ble standards have also af- 
fected the UN - making 
undemocratic the only in- 
ternational institution 
where the Third World can 
air their woes - such that 
reforms are now necessary. 

“And the most undemo- 
cratic aspect of the UN is the 
veto power of the Perma- 
nent Five,” Datuk Seri Dr 
Mahathir m said, 

He agreed to some weight- 
age for the Security Council 
five - Britain, China, 
France, Russia and the Unit- 
ed States - but for each of 
them, alone, to be more pow- 
erful than the whole 184 
members of the UN was un- 
acceptable. 

Malaysia subscribes to 
the universality of human 
rights but not to the in’e- 
sponsible variety propound- 
ed by the West where the 
unbridled exercise of rights 
by individuals or a minority 

ception to preachings on hu- 
man ri hts from people who 
willing y condone and, tb a t 
certain degree, aid ethnic 
cleansing. 

“Until they redeem t&m- 
selves there, all their talks 
y;;yman rights sound hol- 

+ The Prime Minister said 
information on the bestial- 
ity of the Serbs in Bosnia 
was now large1 denied to 
the world - 1 that was al 
shown on TV was the pa- 
rade of negotiators to a 
peace conference day in and 
day out. 

Though it is the Informa- 
tion Age - there has been 
and there will continue to be 
an unending e lesion in 
the field of rn ormation *“r! 
technology - what the 
world see and hear and wit- 
ness is what the interna- 
tional media decides what 
the world should see and 
hear and witness. 

He said if the media want- 
ed the world to be shocked 
by the massacre, it could 
broadcast lurid details of 
that massacre but if it chose 
to broadcast Michael Jack- 
son doing his “moon-walk” 
at the tune the massacre 
was taking place, “we will 
be.e.stgt;F our feet in total 

Clearly, the few joumal- 
ists and non-joumahsts who 
controlled the powerful 
world media controlled the 
;;;l, and probably the 

“Collectively they are Big 
Brothers,” said Dr Ma- 
hathir. 

eluding slanted news and 
gpzoy 

d? 
Y - from across 

But already the small na- 
tions are being accused of 
being undemocratic and 
Iidmg freedom because 
they do not allow reception 
;for~ternational TV net- 

The’Prime Minister said: 
“We hope it is because our 
accusers believe in the tree- 
dom of the Press. 

“But we suspect it is be- 

sianmediawe expectedto 
be responsible, % ere was lit- 
tle the.cOvernment could do 
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the international 
The Government can 

those who want to make 
money from the informa- 
tion industry. 

On the “neace dividends” 
pledged by-the powerful na- 
tions in the eu horia that 
followed the en 2 of the Cold 
War, he said the debit side 
was more than the credit 
side. 

He criticised these coun- 
tries for being unsympa- 
thetic preferring instead to 
stereotyp4 the Third World 
nations as being politically 
unstable, admimstratively 
weak and economically de- 
pressed. 

Mala 
none o P 

sia has chosen to be 
those, and because 

of th t it has been predicted 
its ac ievements are tern o- % 
rary and that it will go tie 

way of their preconceived 
Thud World countries. 

“But so far we have not 
obliged. We are, however, 
humbly aware that nothing 
is permanent. Our detrac- 
pht may yet be proven 

8. e concluded by saying 
that airin the woes of the 
Third Wor P d in the UN Gen- 
era1 Assembly was not go- 
ing to than e the world but 
not to air t fl em wa6 to en- 
courage the kind of supercil- 
ious arrogance on the part 
of those who were most re- 
sponsible and yet still pre- 
sumed to extol their virtues 
and to preach to others. 

told.” A thunder, and 
c long applause follo ed. For 

two minutes Assembly 
chairman Samuel R. Insan- 

we do hope that oc- 
casionally they cover the 
truth as well. Power cor- 
rupts. But power without re- 
sponsibilit is the most cor- 
ru ting g in&ence of all.” 

r Mahathir, congratulat- 
ing the PLO and Israel, said 
their peace talks became 
successful only after they 
moved away from the glare 
of the media. 

Thus, this need for trans- 
parency,. this right to infor- 
mation is an invention of “Even if the benefit is 

minimal, the truth must be 

ally of Guyana could not 
call the protocol officer to 
g;oca;he Prrme Mimster to 

Dr Mahathir ste ped 
down from the 8. po turn 
when the officer came, but 
as he walked down another 
round of applause followed. 

When he reached his seat 
about 70 representatives 
rushed from their pews to 
congratulate him - a prac- 
tice discouraged since sev- 
eral years ago for security 
reasons and also to prevent 
disruption of the business of 
the Assembly. 
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