
Western media: 
biased: &!@s Plbl 
By NIZAM ISA 

PETALING JAYA: The 
western media have al- 
wavs been biased and un- 
fair when reporting about 
the South. Prime Minister 
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir 
Mohamad said yesterday. 

He said-Wwas normal 
practice for the western, 
media to “black out” any- 
thing good about the 
South, preferring instead 
to highlight the negative. 

“Freedom of the press 
is meaningless unless it 
means that only news that 
interest people are print- 
ed,” he told reporters at 
the Subang airport upon 
his return from a three- 
day unofficial visit to To- 
kyo. 

Citing an example. Dr 

Mahathir said his speech 
at the 48th UN General 
Assembly recently was 
ndt published by the west- 
ern media. although the 
issues he raised were vi- 
tal and well-received by 
delegates from the South. 

(In his speech at the UN 
General Assembly, the 
Prime Minister called for 
the organisation to end 
hypocrisy and double 
standards in the interest 
of the world.) 

Dr Mahathir also said 
that the fact the western 
media did not report any- 
thing positive about the 
South showed that there 
was no freedom of the 
press there. 

“There is no such thing 
as a free press, whether 
in develooed or devetoo- 

ing countries. It is be- 
cause the (western) press 
is controlled, anything 
good about developing 
countries is hot uub- 
lished. 

“This is because the 
people (who are in con- 
trol) have other motives 
and want to make devel- 
oping countries look bad,” 
he said. 

He also said Malaysia 
was using the media to it? 
form the people and pr$- 
serve culture. 

On his recent meetidg 
with media mogul Rupert 
Murdoch, Dr Mahathir 
said he discussed Mur- 
doch’s huge control over 
the international press. 

“The fact that he, a sin- 
gle person, has such a 
huge control over the in- 

ternational press is not 
healthy,” he said. 

On his visit to Japan 
and his meeting with Jap- 
anese Prime-Minister 
Morihiro Hosokawa, Dr 
Mahathir said the Japa- 
nese leader had pointed 
out that the appreciation 
of the yen was driven by 
market forces and was 
beyond the control of the 
government. 

Dr Mahathir also said 
that the yen’s apprecia- 
tion had resulted in Ma- 
laysia paying more to ser- 
vice its yen loans. 

Malaysian importers 
also had to pay more for 
Japanese goods, especial- 
ly capital equipment and 
car components, includ- 
ing parts for the national 
car. he added. 


	Western media biased, says PM (The Star 06/10/1993)

