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JOHOR BARU, Mon. -Da- 
tuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mob 
?iiZi today expressed confi- 
dence that Malaysia would 
become a developed country 
by 2020 provided everyone 
- from State Governments 
down to individuals - 
strive towards this end. 

The Prime Minister said 
the Government had paved 
the way and set the direc- 
tion. What was important 
now was for everyone to 
step up efforts towards 
achieving the goal. 

He called on the neonle to 
ask themselves the-extent of 
contribution they could give 
to make Vision 2020 a reali- 
ty. 

“It is good if they have 
contributed satisfactorily, 
but if 

P 
y feel they have not 

do L enough. thev should 
stati playiiig’a more effec- 
tive role,” he said when 
launching the Assimilation 
of Vision 2020: Johor Per- 
spective at the indoor stadi- 
um in Jalan Tebrau. 

Dr Mahathir said it-was 
possible to achieve the ob- 
jective of Vision 2020 provid- 
ed everyone was aware of 
his responsibility and 
worked hard for it. 

“We must also educate ad- 
olescents and schoolchil- 
dren on this responsibility 
as they are the ones who 
will inherit the country,” he 
said. 

He expressed happiness 
that State Governments, ex- 
cept for Kelantan and Sabah 
which are under the opposi- 
tion, were working relent- 
lessly towards achieving the 
objective of Vision 2020. 

“With such. a good work- 
ing relationship between 
the Federal and State Gov- 
ernments, I am confident we 
can implement projects that 
will help us achieve the ob- 
jective of Vision 2020,” the 
Prime Minister said. 

Also present were Datin 
Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mo- 
hamed Ali. Menteri Besar 
Tan Sri I$hyiddin Yassin, 
executive councillors, de- 
partment heads and mem- 
;emmsof voluntary organisa- 

Dr ’ Mahathir praised Jo- 
hor for being the first to 
organise such a function as 
well as its other efforts to- 
wards making Malaysia a 
developed country. He 
hoped that other States 
would emulate it. 

“The Federal Govern- 
ment will eive its full co- 
operation towards such ef- 
forts,” he added. 

Dr Mahathir said the Gov- 
ernment was determined to 
make Malaysia a develoned 
country as it did not wan1 to 
be left out. 

The Prime Minister also 
said that Malaysians could 
be proud as they did not 
have to bow to anyone and 
could speak their mind on 
any issue. 

Dr Mahathir said it was 
important for a country to 
defend its honour as with- 
out it independence would 
become meaningless. 

He said the people should 
not ape the developed coun- 
tries blindly as not every- 
thing they did was exempla- 
ry. 

“Their economy, morals, 
behaviour and achieve- 
ments have all declined. 
They cannot compete with 
newly-developing coun- 
tries. They do ugly things 
because they do not uphold 
the teachings of their reli- 
gions,” he said. 

On the other hand, Malav- 
sia, while working towards 
becoming a developed coun- 
try, was determined to up- 
y$=J~lll&.f~l 

“We also want to be able 
to compete in the interna- 

tional market,” he said, add- 
ing that this was done by 
upgrading the manufactur- 
ing and other sectors. 

“By doing this, we can 
become stronger andricher, 
which (in turn) can be uti- 
lised to protect ourselves 
and help those who are 
weak.” he said. 

Citing Bosnia-Herzegovi- 
na as an example, he said 
that Malaysia now could not 
do much tb help the country 
;irts the attacks of the 

“Of’ course, we can send 
our soldiers, but we cannot 
defend them directly as we 
are not a big power. Our 
requests are not enter- 
tained,” he said. 

Dr Mahathir said the peo- 
ple now realised that there 
was nothing extraordinary 
about the West. 

“We can do it (achieve 
greater success). The impor- 
tant thing is that we must 
concentrate on what we do,” 
he said, adding that Malay- 
sia had been able to produce 
experts in various fields and 
was able to produce much. 

He said, for example, 
there were many giant com- 
panies which made huge 
profits. “In the West, their 
companies are big, but their 
losses are also big,” he said. 

Dr Mahathir sa% that Ma- 
laysia, as a result of the 
people’s realisation of their 
responsibility, had also 
proven its capability to im- 
prove its economy even dur- 
mg the recession. 

He said countries did not 
develop during recession be- 
cause they had lost their 
awareness and had neither 
the vision nor the sense of 
direction. 

The three-day exhibition 
on .various development 
!;rrac$ m Johor began yes- 
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