
W15/10/%%-14MS’I 

CNS7632 -- 
U GE 16-10 00185 EAG75 
aae 

I 

LEAD Mahathir-Ghafat (With pi>;) -: 
GHAPAR BABA RESIGNS AS DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER 

. . - BM 93 a 
LUALA LUMPUR, Oct. 16 1 Rernama) -; Ua tuk ?k?ri--!kMahathi r Mnllamad )c 

announced last night t$at. Chafar Babahadresigned f,yom his post as Deputy 
primp Ministrr. 

.’ The resignation letter wa:j* ., ‘~.uhmit.t ed by Ghatar’s Political Secretary to 
the Pr.ime Minister’s coniil’ilential secretary yesterday. 

Earlier last night G,hafar’s son, Mohamad Tamrin told reporters his 
‘father had submitted ,hi:; resignation f ram his posts as Ijeputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of ,Rural Deveiopmcnt. 

Dr Mahathir told reporters last night he had plenty of time to decide . 
on Ghaf ar ’ s resignation. 

“I have received his letter,” he told reporters who thronged the VIP 
lounge at the Kuala Lumpur International Airport. in”Suhang well before hiu 
schedu.led departure for Malta lor a two-day visit before attending the 
Commonwealth. Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM) in Cypus: 

Speculation that. Ghafar, GR, would resign today grew rife after the. 
conclusion of nominations for posts on Sept. 30 in.-the Umno Supreme Council 
elections. -- more 
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Ghafar, the incumbent Deputy President of Umno, received seven 
nominations to defend the post compared to the 143 nominations given to 
Finance Minister Uatuk Seri Anwar Ihrahim. 

Dr Mahathir said t-her-c! was no necessity to appoint. an acting Ileputy 
Prime Minister. 

Asked who would (ict as Prime Minister in hjs absence, Ilr Mahathir said 
there was no necessi t.y . *. 

II L IJO. I am st.ill the Prime Minister. In some countries this is a problem 
as there might be a coup. I don’ t expect any coup, ” he added. 

Ur Mahathir said .Ghafar’s resignation would have no impact: on the 
(government machinery from the atlmini stration aspert. 

He s;Iid he was not too surjirised. by Ghatar’s resignation because “I 1’ 
heard rumours tpo. So, having’hcard the rumours, I kas not too surprised,.” 

Br Maha thi r :;a i tl he woil’lrl deal with the si tua t ion.-“vhen 1 come to it”. 
-- more II 
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On the possibility that he hold discussions with Ghafar, Dt- Mahat.1~i.r 
said he had vet to give thought to t-he matter. 

He said he had not received resignations from any other ministers. 
Prior to.ihis, he had also not received any resiqnation letter from 

S Ghafar, he added. 
Hours earlier, Tamrin said his father had resigned as Deputy Prime 

MTnister and Minister of Rur;~l Deve,lopment xitli effect froni Oct.15. 
He said Ghafar sent his resignation letter through hi:; confjdential 

secretary t.o the confidential secretary of t.he Pr.ime~Mini.ster at this 
off ice here on Thursday. 
J. Tamrin, the Member of Pbrliament for Bat.11 Berenrlam,, said ‘Ghafar only 

’ resiqnccl from hi:; government. posts. 
Ghafdl’ remained Dciputy President of Umno and MemhiAr of Parliament for 

Jasin. 
Asked where Ghafar ua:;, Taamrin said: “HP is overseas.” -- more 
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Anwar, who was in Kota Kinabalu, decl.ined to comment. when reporters 
approached him after meeting Gabah Umno members. 

Foreign Minister Datuk Abdullah Ahmad Badawi., contacted at his 
* . residence here, said he-did not want to comment on Ghafar’s resignation 

yet. : ,a 
Negeri Sembilan Menteri Bestir Tan-*Sri Isa Abdul Samad said Ghafar’s 

decision should be respected. 
,i 

“““Resiqnation from a post ~i,~~.‘:a railtine pr0ce:i.i; in any OrganisatiOn and 

this includes the government;” he told reporters after attending a state 
Anti’-Corrnntion Agency* and, state Youth and Sj:jorts Department dinner. -- 
Bernama . 
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