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and pro 
IF 

ssive and-able to 
satisfy 0th spritual and 
material needs if it was to 
provide the alternative 
route for human society. 

The Prime Minister said it 
was not enou h for the reli- 
gion to mere y Fi offer a re- 
treat from reality and the 
vicissitudes of life. 

It was up to Muslims to 
take up the challenge and to 
mould an Islamic culture 
compatible with its teach- 
ing and yet providing for the 
needs of the world commu- 
nity, he said 

Dr M Aathir said this in 
his r me sage in the pro- 
gramme book of the Confer- 
ence on Globalism and The 
Muslim Ummoh which be- 
an at the International Is- 

B amic University today. 
. The two-day conference is 
lomtly orgamsed by IIU and 
the Ummi Foundation. 

Dr Mahathir said that 
while it was clear that the 
world order was undergoi 
tremendous change an T 
that the nature and the 
speed of change wast;rulz 
unprecedented, 

%i%~e~~~~i&.con~ 

ly 
ln the context of the rapid- 
changing global scenario, 

Muslims needed to under- 
stand the changes to be 
ready for the challenges 

r 
sed by the globalisation 

hat was taking place in the 
new unipolar world. 

Drhlahathir said the en- 
tire communist mini-world 
order, established 70 

P 
ears 

ago as a direct chal enge 
both to religion and ca ital- 
ist economy, had crum t led. 

The West, he said had its 
ewn problems and might 
not be able to provide a via- 
Eg;$?l for the rest of 

Dr Mahathir said the de- 
mise of communism as the 
main alternative t,o the dom- 
p;o~~~;~l&l; g$g: 
perialist world order had 
resulted in Islam becoming 
a viable alternative. 

This was because the col- 
lapse of communism did not 
mean victory for the liberal 
democratic system with its 
accompanying free market 
which was showing signs of 
decay. 

The Prime Minister hoped 
that the conference would 
anal yse and study the impli- 
cations of these changes for 
the world of Islam. 
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