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IT IS indeed a privilege  Harare, we can1 taﬂ p;ide

and an honour for me to
be among the speakers
chosen to thank President
Glafcos Clerides and the
people of Cyprus for their
warm and gracious wel-
come to Commonwealth
leaders who are gathered
here today for the Com-
monwealth Heads of Gov-
ernment Meeting
(CHOGM).

We share with you, Mr

resident, your pride in
playing host to this august
gathering which will
mark yet another mile-
stone in the forging of
friendship among a com-
munity of nations that
calls itself the Common-
wealth.

Having had the experi-
ence of hosting CHOGM
ourselves, Malaysia is
well aware of the tremen-
dous effort that has been
put in by you, Mr Presi-
dent, by your Govern-
ment and by the people of
Cyprus to make our stay
here a memorable and
comfortable one.

I am sure the other
Commonwealth leaders
would join me in express-
ing our most sincere ap-
preciation for your gra-
cious words of welcome
and for your kind hospi-
tality.

Mr President, as we
look back to our last
meeting two years ago in

in the fact that the Com-
monwealth has moved
many steps forward in
several areas of co-opera-
tive endeavours.

The priorities we
agreed on at Harare in
charting a path for the
Commonwealth through
the 1990s and beyond are
now being translated into
action by our officials.
The Steering Committee
of Senior Officials, whose
first meeting was chaired
by Malaysia in April this
year, will provide broad
operational policy and re-
source allocation guid-
ance to the work of the
Secretariat in the further-
ance of the priorities in
the Harare Common-
wealth Declaration.

It is my hope that the
Secretary-General will,
within the framework of a
more streamlined struc-
ture of the Common-
wealth, continue to pro-
vide diréction to the Sec-
retariat in' line with the
same principle of good
governance which the
Commonwealth is advo-
cating among member
countries.

Within the context of
Commonwealth political
co-operation, our greatest
success, since Harare,
has no doubt been in
South Africa.

The Commonwealth has

gvm

long struggled to disman-
tle all vestiges of apart-
heid in South Africa.

We have led the inter-
national crusade to eradi-
cate from our midst a
practice which unjustly
segregates man from man
because of the colour of
his skin.

We have, CHOGM after
CHOGM, pursued the
matter with relentless
fervour. We have kept the
issue under constant
scrutmy

It is therefore with a
great sense of gratifica-
tion that we, in the Com-
monwealth, welcome the
recent passage of the Bill
on the establishment of
the Transitional Execu-

African Parliament.

We hail this event as an
irreversible step that will
bring South Africa nearer
to the Commonwealth
goal of a free, democratic,
non-racial and prosperous
country. .

While there is still some
way to go before this goal
is fully achieved, we nev-
ertheless see this bold
step taken by the South
African people as a deter-
mined and genuine desire
to see the end of apart-
heid.

We are all, I am sure,
ready to help South Afri-
ca recover from the after
effects of sanctions.

Our gratification, Mr
President, at the develop-
ments in South Africa
comes from the knowl-
edge that we have suc-

" ceeded in bringing justice

and equality to our broth-
ers there.

Our gratification comes

from the knowledge that.

our efforts have not been
in vain.

Most of all, our gratifi-

cation comes from the
knowledge and belief that
through concerted efforts
even the most intractable
of political problems,
apartheid, can be re-
solved.

There is a lesson to be
learnt here.

World leaders, in trying
to find a solution to the
problems in Bosnia-Her-

‘zegovina and elsewhere,

can usefully draw upon

rience in South Africa.

Just as we can join
forces in bringing pres-
sure to bear on the white
South African Govern-
ment to tear down the
walls of apartheid, so we
can join forces to bring
pressure to bear on the
powers who_hold the key
to the solution of the Bos-
nian problem.

The position of Malay-
sia on Bosnia-Herzegovi-
na is well known.

Many are inclined to
think that we are influ-
enced by our common re-
ligion.

I would like to point out
that Malaysia had been
equally active and as ve-
hement in South Africa,
Namibia, Cambodia and
other non-Muslim com-
munities which faced sim-
ilar problems.

We feel strongly when
injustice and oppression
are perpetrated any-
where.

The incessant slaughter
of innocent people, young
and old in Bosnia-Herze-
govina, continues under
the full glare of media
coverage — served to us
on our television screens

together with our evening -

meals.

The bloody massacre
turns even the most stur-
dy of stomachs.

And all for what?

For the sake of territo-
rial aggrandisement! For
the sake of ethnic superi-
ority! For the sake of a

Serbian dream! Enough is
enough.

We in the Common-
wealth must help to find
an equitable and just solu-
tion to this holocaust if we
want to stand tall and up-
hold the very principles
we had so vehemently
lauded in Harare, that is:

® THE protection and
promotion of democracy

Jand

® THE protection and
promotion of fundamental
human rights

Some of us even went
so far as to say that where
human rights violations
are concerned we have a
right to intervene even in
the internal affairs of a
country.

Yet a Bosnia-Herzego-
vina, where ethnic cleans-
ing involves blatant mur-
ders and rapes of Bosnian
Muslims by Bosnian
Serbs aided by the Serbi-
an Government of rump
Yugoslavia, the righteous-

* ness that some of us dis-

play over minor infringe-
ments-of human rights, is
remarkably absent.

Instead, the Serbs are
to be rewarded with terri-
tories they have ethnical-
ly cleansed.

Can we in the Common-
wealth who had appealed
for outside co-operation
to help some of our mem-
bers in need, ignore the
Bosnian tragedy and elect
to be silent simply be-
cause this is not a Com-
monwealth affair?

Elsewhere on the politi-

cal and economic front,
there are other crucial is-
sues to be addressed.

While we rejoice at the
recent signing of the
peace accord between Is-
rael and the Palestine Lib-
eration Organisation, we
grieve at the news of the
ongoing conflicts in So-
malia, in Georgia and in
other regions of the
world.

While we welcome the
economic success of
many emerging ‘“‘dragons
and tigers,” we worry
about growing protection-
ism through the emer-
gence of trade blocs. We
keep hoping, as we had
hoped all these years, that

* the Uruguay Round of

trade negotiations, the
guardian of free trade,
will come to a conclusive
end by the close of this
year.

The CHOGM Executive
Sessions that will begin
this afternoon will pro-
vide us with the opportu-
nity to deliberate at
length on these issues of
common concern.

Since the Common-
wealth’s membership
spans the North-South di-
vide, I have every hope
that a common position on-
these issues can be fully
explored and exploited. -

Malaysia has a number
of issues it intends to
raise inciuding those per-
taining to Commonwealth
Fiinctional Co-operation.
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Malaysia will be tabling
some new proposals on
the Commonwealth Con-
sultative Group on Tech-
nology Management, a
project approved 'at the
Kuala Lumpur CHOGM in
1989.

Mr President, a gather-
ing of nations is only
worthwhile if it speaks
with one voice. Ty

On South Africa, the
Commonwealth not only
spoke with one voice bu
acted in unison as well.

The result is clear for
everyone to see. But ra-
cial intolerance is not

found only in South Afri-
ca.

Easy mobility of people
is making many countries
multiracial. While coun-
tries hgve a right to fa-
vour their own citizens, I
hope the Commonwealth
will always stand united
against the many forms of
religious, racial and pig-
'mental intolerance.

0 conclusion, Mr Presi-
dent, I would like to recall
my statement, said
tongue-in-cheek at earlier
CHOGMS, that there is np

that we can, if we want,
make common ‘‘wealth”
out of the Commonwealth.
And this common
“wealth” need not neces-
sarily be confined to ma-
terial wealth. ‘It should
transcend the material to
include racial harmony
and religious tolerance.
Once again, Mr Presi-
dent, on behalf of my wife
and members of my dele-
gation, I would like to
thank you for your warm
words of welcome and for
your most gracious hospi-
tality. I look forward to

common “‘wealth” in the—%ur deliberations in Li-

Commonwealth.

1 would kike to add a se-
quel to that statement
here in Cyprus by saying

massol and Paphos under
your skilful chairman-
ship. ,
Thank you.
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