Dr M raps
West for
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LONDON, Sun. — Prime /i inhont of their eyes?  bloodshed and lilling,” he

hathir Mohamad today criti-
cised the West over its dou-
ble standards in Bosnia-
Herzegovina and called for
air strikes and military in-
tervention to stop the kill-
ings.

Dr Mahathir, who is at-
tending the Commonwealth
Heads of Government Meet-
ingin Cyprus, said thisin an
interview over the British
Broadcasting Corporation’s
(BBC) Breakfast with Frost
programme today. '

Dr Mahathir said the West
appeared so preoccupied
with Iraq that the moment
the Iraqis turned on their

radar they were willing to

shoot them but adopted a
different stand_ when it
came to Bosnia.

In an interview with the
BBC's David Frost, Dr Ma-
hathir said: “To me, it looks
like double standards.

“If nothing is done, then 1
think the West should stop
talking about human rights
and }ryiJng to ierose t e1'1r

B R B B

“The West talks so much
about human rights, about
the right to interfere in the
affairs of other countries if
there is evidence of viola-
tion of human rights.

“And yet, in Bosnia, you
see evidence of people being
raped, murdered, slaugh-
tered and shot at and it does
not seem to matter.”

When asked what he ex-
pected Europe, and in par-
ticular Britain, to do about
the situation, Dr Mahathir
said they should go in and
fight the aggressor as they
had the power to do so.

He said it did not matter
whether such intervention
involved air strikes or de-
ployment of ground troops
so long as the West inter-
vened,

British Prime Minister
John Major, featured in the
same programme, said lift-
ing the arms embargo in
Bosnia-Herzegovina would
not lead to an end to blood-
shed in the area and that i
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said.

Major said hundreds of
thousands of lives had been
saved over the past year or
two, and expressed concern
over the cost in human
terms should the UN hu-
manitarian operation end.

He added that the only
solution torthe long-drawn
conflict was through pa-
tience and continuing nego-
tiations which Britain was
undertaking.

He also expressed reserva-
tions about sending in
troops under the UN banner
and said that would entail
serious questions of how
long they would have to
stay there.

Major said UN troops had
been in Cyprus for over 29
years and that there was no
easy solution to the conflict.
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