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KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. —

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mo-
hamad said he has plenty of

ime to appoint the next
Deputy Prime Minister, add-
ing that he may fall back on
the tradition that the Umno
deputy president be ap-
pointed to the post.

The Prime Minister was
asked on when he would
appoint a new deputy fol-
lowing the resignation of
Encik Abdul Ghafar Baba
from the Cabinet.

Dr Mahathir, speaking at
a Press conference after a
closed-door meeting with
Umno division heads this
afternoon, said there was
nothing te stop him from
sticking %0 the tradition that
the Upzho deputy president
be made Deputy Prime Min-
ister,

He said he would make
the announcement when
the right time comes.

Asked whether he had the
opportunity to meet Ghafar
before the former Deputy
Prime Minister left for over-
seas yesterday, Dr Mahathir
said that he had not been
able to meet him to discuss
his position.
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Asked whether he would
be reshuffling his Cabinet
following Ghafar’s resigna-
tion, Dr Mahathir said he
had not considered the pos-
sibility.

Asked whether the choice
of Deputy Prime Minister
has been made easier fol-
lowing Ghafar’s resignation
as Umno deputy president,
he said: “It’s possible ... it’s
not impossible*——

Ghafar’s decision not to
defend his post as Umno
deputy president has paved
the way for Finance Minis-
ter Datuk Seri Anwar Ibra-
him to walk in uncontested.

However, Dr Mahathir
said the appointment of
Cabinet members had no re-
lation to the Umno elections
because the appointments
were his prerogative as
Prime Minister.

In a lighter vein, he re-
marked: “That’s the privi-
lege of being a Prime Minis-
ter ... I can appoint (Cabinet
members) whenever I feel it
is necessary.”

He then recalled his own
appointment as Deputy
Prime Minister, saying that
it was made several months
after the late Tun Hussein
Onn had named his Cabinet.

Asked whether there has
been any development on
the request by Australia
that Raja Kamarul Bahrin
Shah be tried in an Austra-
lian Family Court for alleg-
edly abducting his two chil-
dren, Dr Mahathir said
Malaysia has rejected
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th f'equest.

e said he has been ad-
vised by the Attorney-Gen-
eral and the Home Ministry
that there was no basis for
the Government to enter-

' tain the request to extradite

Raja Kamarul

Dr Mahathir, who is also
Home Minister, said he had
signed the letter rejecting

the request.

“I have signed the letter
and handed it to the Foreign
Ministry to be delivered to
the Australian Govern-

ment.”

Asked what transpired at
the closed-door meeting, Dr
Mahathir said he advised
delegates to vote wisely at
the elections.

He said he would remain
neutral in the elections,
adding that the polls was
important because it would
help determine the future of
the party.

Umno Youth and Wanita
Umno will hold their elec-
tions at their general assem-
blies tomorrow, and the
elections for the party prop-
er will be held on Thursday
when the three-day party
general assembly begins.

Asked whether he was
aware that candidates were
using his speech and advice
as part of their campaign
strategy, Dr Mahathir said
this was inevitable.

He said the advice was
given because he wanted
Umno to remain strong in
order to rule the country.

He said campaigning had
been very active and there
was “talk” of a lot of money
being used in the process.

He said he had not been
able to confirm this, but
warned delegates to be wary
of those involved.

Dr Mahathir said dele-

gates should view candi-
dates on the strength of
their gerformance”an track
records.

He also advised candi-
dates not to be disaplpointed
if they lose in the elections
as they could still serveghe
party in other capacities

Asked why he had given
the advice with the nfain
party elections just two
days away, Dr Mahathir
said that it was a tradition
that the Farty president ad-
vises delegates not to be
over-enthusiastic about the
matter.
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