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Dr M says
succession
Willhe easier

THE newly-elected sec-
ond echelon of young
leaders comprising depu-
ty president and vice-
presidents will make suc-

cessiog in the party much
easier,|Datuk Seri D -
hathir amad said.

“=TheUmno president
said that succession
would be a problem if
those next in line were
older, but added that the
new leaders -“‘are not ex-
actly that young.”

He remembered that
Tun Abdul Razak was
“very young” when he
was appointed deputy
president.

“The delegates had
made a wise choice,” he
told a press conference at
the end of the first day of
the general assembly.

The votes, he said, had
been fairly distributed
and the nominations had
been reflected in the vot-
ing trend.

“A lot of people who did
not campaign very hard
or do too much also got
elected,” he added.

Asked whether there
would be a Cabinet re-
shuffle following the

changes in the Umno
leadership, Dr Mahathir
replied:

%I am not bound by the
results of this election. I
can if I want to, but I can
also ignore the results.”

On the style of politick-
ing in Umno, Dr Mahathir
said that to a certain ex-
tent it had changed but
was not very much differ-
ent from before.

He said that even dur-
ing the days of Tunku
Abdul Rahman and Tun
Razak, harsh words had
also been uttered during
campaigns.

Dr Mahathir advised
the newly-elected leaders
to work together, adding
that he had given that ad-
vice even before the polls.

“Party unity,” he said,
“will remain strong de-
spite the intense cam-
paigning.”

Umno Youth head Tan
Sri Rahim Tamby Chik
said the party president’s
position would become
stronger with the election
of the Wawasan Team.

He said the team of
vice-presidents would
carry out the mandate of

the delegates.

Describing the team as
the best, Rahim said that
fulfilling the responsibil-
ities entrusted by the par-
ty would be its main pri-
ority.

Newly elected supreme
council member, Sabah
Umno chief Tan Sri Sa-
karan Dandai was confi-
dent that changes in the
leadership would bring
good tidings for the peo-
ple of Sabah.

“lI am sure Sabahans,
will accept the new lead-
ership with a sense of
hope that it will bring
some changes to Sabah,”
he said.

Wanita deputy chief
Datuk Napsiah Omar said
she was happy that dele-
gates decided to give her
the mandate to serve in
the supreme council.

“I will carry out the re-
sponsibility that was en-
trusted to me to consoli-
date the party,” she said.

She was glad that the
two other Wanita candi-
dates — Datuk Dr Siti Za-
harah Sulaiman and Datin
Paduka Zaleha Ismail —
were also elected.
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