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We need stability and we 
need growth. We need to 
maintain our freedom. 

in those who lead the party 
and Government. 

“They must work as a 
team and not because they 
come from a team. There are 
no places for prima donnas 
in Government. What we 
must have are .p”“le. who 
are efficient, ski led, w11hng 
to put self behind party and 
nation, and readiness to put 
duty and country above all 
else.” 

KUALALUMPUR, Thurs. - 
&@k Seri Dr Mahathir_~~- 
hamad said the nation 
neerts leaders who are effi- 
cient, patriotic, capable in 
many fields, good politically 
and able to administer effi- 
ciently. 

The Prime Minister, in 
listing the qualities that the 
nation’s leaders should 
have. said: “We need to com- 
pete with other countries. 

“To ensure all these, we 
need leaders who are effi- 
cient and capable in many 
fields. We need leaders who 
are good politically and be 
able to administer effmient- 
ly. We need leaders who are 
patriotic. 

“If all these qualities are 
not in individuals, and one 
must grant that they are not 
easy to find, then these qual- 
ities should at least be found 

He gave these criteria in 
his opening address at the 
Umno annual general as- 

with choosing party leaders 
again. 

-He said: “Umno upholds 
the principles of democracy 
because it is fair and safe. 
The most important thing in 
a democracy is the right to 
choose leaders. This means 
that leaders can be changed 
if the majority of members 
want to do so. 

“Even though we have 

done this many times since 
the party was formed, we 
cannot escape from facing 
this problem. The higher 
the post being contested, 
the bigger the problem. 
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“But I am hopeful that we 
can overcome this problem 
and whatever negative ef- 
fects that may have arisen 
accompanying the elec- 
tion:” 

and capable t 
He told members that the 

choice rested with them as 
they had the right to decide. 

He said: “We will 
we deserve. Whe tB” 

t what 
er the 

Government we choose is 
good or bad depends on us. 
If we choose on the basis of 
desire, then the conse- 
quence would be fatal. But if 
we evaluate properly, God 
willing, we may gain happi- 
ness.” 

The Prime Minister 
touched on a wide range of 

to its from national 
fli ac evements, the econo- 

my, the administration, the 
Malays and the Bumipu- 
teras, Umno and politics 
and international relations. 

Later, when asked at a 
packed Press conference 
whether the contests for the 
various posts would have an 
adverse effect on party uni- 
ty, Dr Mahathir said what- 
ever happened in the last 
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few months could always be 
corrected. 

“We have had a worse ex- 
perience in 1987 when sever- 
al of the top leaders left to 
form a new party. They 
have now discovered that 
they could not get the sup- 

iii 
rt of many ex-Umno mem- 
rs who have rejoined the 

party. 
“So, Umno today is much 

stronger than at any time 
before. Except for a slight 
after-effect of an election 
campaign, I’m’ quite sure 

;p~,$x- - ked whether he had 

A&ed b 
changed his mind about at.- 

nalist on K 
a foreign jaw- k?Ildhlg the hia PdfiC 

ow long he in- Economic COOPeratiOn 
tended to stay as party pres- meetin in the United States 
ident, Dr Mahathir said that later fi t is month, Dr Ma- 
it all depended on his health hathir said he had not. 
and the wishes of the mem- He said: “1 will not be 
bers. going. Apec should not be 

He said: “It depends on equated with the European 
whether the want me or Community Or any free 
not. But it ~11 be wrong (for I trade arrangement. 
me)‘not to take note of the 
feelings of part members. 

“It should focus on pro- 

If they get tire if of me, it’s 
jects which can benefit all 

wrong for me to present my- 
members, particularly 

self (as a leader).” 
members who are develop- 
ing,” he added. 
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