Dr Mahathir proposes amendments to Umno constitution

End to money politics
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KUALA LUMPUR, Sat —

Umno president Datuk Seri

Dr Mahathir M TTE
<acti i criti-
has proposed that its consti-
tution be amended to eradi-
cate the practice.

The Prime Minister said
he was willing to propose
that a candidate in a party
election be disqualified if
three members could prove
beyond doubt that they had
been offered money in ex-
change for votes.

Winding up the debate at
the end of the three-day gen-
eral assembly at the Putra
World Trade Centre here to-
day, Dr Mahathir said a can-
didate who used govern-

ment machinery for
campaigning would also be
disqualified.

He then asked delegates
to raise their hands if they
agreed to the proposal, to
which almost all of them
reacted positively.

Dr Mahathir’s pledge that
he was willing to do every-
thing possible to put a stop
to money politics was greet-
ed with applause and cheers
by the delegates.

- He later told a Press con-
ference that an extraordi-
nary general meeting would
be held to debate and ap-

rove the amendments. But

efore that, he said, the le-
gal implications and appli-
cability of the proposal
would be studied.

He said delegates were
satisfied with the elections
but expressed their dissatis-
faction over the use of mon-
ey in the campaigning.

“My opinion is that their
worry is genuine and that

cism against money politics, -

AT
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that we eliminate money
politics,” he said.

Deputy-president Anwar
Ibrahim and Umno secre-
tary-general Datuk Mo-
hamed Rahmat were also
preserit at the Press confer-
ence.

Asked whether he was
aware that his proposal
could be used to sabotage
candidates, Dr Mahathir
said reports received would
be thoroughly investigated
before action could be tak-

en.

In his speech, Dr Ma-
hathir said he was more
worried about the influence
of money politics at the divi-
sional level.

“My bigger worry is about
divisional elections. If the
divisions are split through
the use of money, the party
will face problems when
fielding candidates for the
general election because the
candidate comes from that
division.

“We need unity at nation-
al and divisional levels. The
divisions must be solidly
united because candidates
for general elections will
come from that level.”

He said that he had made
a study of the trend in the
party elections and was
quite satisfied with the re-
sults. Many incumbents
were retained, with only
four new faces elected.

He believed that those
who were reported to have
resorted to the use of money
in their campaigns did not
get the support they had
wanted.

“We know who they are,
but they did not win. Dele-
gates took pens, calculators
and other thi id not
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' On the other hand, he
said, people like Datuk Dr
Hamid Othman and Tan Sri
Wan Mokhtar Ahmad, who
were not active (in their
cgmpaigns), were support-

ed.

He was happy that the
assembly had attracted so
many members, giving
those from different parts of
the country the chance to
meet.

“It also shows that Malays
have a deep interest in poli-
tics. If we lose this interest,,
we will become a weak race.
Politics has always given
strength to the Malays.”

Using the same analogy,
he said leaders too would
become weak if they had’
few followers who could
provide the support.

"We have to realise that
unity in the party is signifi-
cant. The more members
_tP_e party has, the stronger
itis.”

Dr Mahathir, however,
said it was unavoidable that
a crisis sometimes occurred

.in a party.

“In the management of a
party, there will be times
when factionalism occurs
because of a difference in
opinion which can cause a
rift in the party.

~“We practise democracy
which Frovides for the free-
dom of expression. There-
fore, we are open to the dan-
gers of a split. We also have
to ensyre that the party has
good leaders, although none
can be at the helm forever.”

He said the transitional
process of the party leader-
ship would have an impact
which might cause tensions
in the party.
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“If we don’t face this effec-
tively, the party may be
split and become weak.”

He said if in a party lead-
ership contest, the loser de-
cided to leave the party with
his supporters and the win-
ner was left with just a por-
tion of the original mem-
bers, surely the party would
be less powerful.

“And in the next contest,
if the same thing happens
then the original party will
be left with maybe a quarter
of the members and subse-
quently one-eighth.

“Logically, if the process
continues, the party will be
wiped out if we don’t know
how to practise democracy
properly.

“But thank God, although
our party has gone through
some trying times, it is still
effective. In fact, it has
grown in strength.”

Dr Mahathir said Umno
was a very strong party to-
day and that it could go
through an election process
unscathed.

“Although there are a few
who are dissatisfied, Umno
is still united and as power-
ful as ever.”

He also congratulated
those who were elected into
g]ﬂ‘ice at this year’s assem-

y.
“I won uncontested (as
{;)arty president). But I rea-

ise that there must be some
who had wanted a contest or
who did not agree that I
continue at the helm.

“There has to be.‘They are
humans. That’s why I Kave
to be very cautious. I realise
that 1 cannot thump my
chest and be proud that 1
have won uncontested.

“I realise that I can only
be here if I deliver the goods,

ic }gﬁcpli‘tifcal
bring success

that is, if I carry out my

duties as expected. I will try .

to do this to the best of my
ability.” .

Dr Mahathir also remind-
ed the members to help in-
stil Islamic political values
in Umno.

“Islamic political values
can bring success. But sad-
ly, these values are harcg}r
found in the political cul-
ture of Muslims,” he said,
adding that this was one

reason why many Muslim -

countries were not success-
ful

ul. »
Replying to points raised

by certain delegates that
Umno members had to be a
little kurang ajar (uncouth)
at times, Dr Mahathir said
the kurang ajar culture was
first advocated by former
deputy president Datuk
Musa Hitam.

“This is not what we
want. We don't have to be

kurang ajar. It's not our cul- \
ture. We can achieve suc-.
cess without having to be -

kurang ajar.
“We can be firm without
being kurang ajar. We only

[

need to instil in ourselves

good values and habits.”

He reminded delegates
that changes, as advocated
bf’ some members, should
always be for the better.

Dr Mahathir also called .

for efforts to strengthen Ba-
hasa Malaysia.

“To promote the lan-
guage, we have to progress

as a race because the suc- .

_cess of Bahasa Malaysia de-

ends on the success of Ma-
aysasarace.” * .

.On the 10 grassroots votes
given to president and depu-
ty president, he said dele-
gates had approved this pro-
vision. ‘ .
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