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Mahathic - Casino

10 NEW CASINO IN HMALASIA, EXISTING ONE SUPFICIENT -- HAHATHIR

.)m

LANGEAL, Nov 'l {Berpama) == Prime Ministeco Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir

Mohamad said today the goverament will not approve the settving up of any
few canino in Malavsia as the existing one is sufficlent.

"I have said umpteen times no more new casino in Halays ;ia...existing
one is sutf{icient,"” he told repotters before leaving fov Kuala Lumpur
after a hrief visit to Langkawi.

Fyen if people wanted to have a casino in the bhoat, the government
wonld not permit it, Dr Mahathir said.

veqa, once and for all, don't ask this question again," he said when
asked to comment on rumours that the government had approved the setting up
of a casino ou Langkawi.

The Prime Minister said since Langkawi was given free port atatus, more
than a milljon people had visited Langkawi even though there was no casino
ou the island.

Even if the island had no free port status and some traders vere
“selling their goods at high prices, people would s€i}] come to Langkawi,

the Prime Minister said. —— wore
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DF Mahathir also said the Langkawj Development Authority (LADA) which
met hece today had appcoved development projects valued at more than RM1
hiJlion for the island. X

The projects included the development golt courses, chalets, shopping
complexes, marine and prawn rearing projects, he’'said.

The Prime Minister attended the LADA board meeting at the Langkawi
Sheraton in his capacity as adviser. The meeting was jointly chaired by
Kedah Menteri Besar Tan Sri Osman Atoff and former Finance Minister Tun
Daim Zajinuddin. -= more
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Mabathitv - Casino ) Lanykawi
3 Dr Maliathic satd LADA liad alsn vteceived an application from the private
sector for a major health farm project which wonld incinde & marina
covering 400 hectatves.

LADA though agreeahle in principle to the project wanted more details
from the developer before approval conld Le given, he said.

The industrialist wanted to develop the project over three years, he
sajd,

[ The Prime_ﬂinister also expected tourist arrvivals this year to exceed
' the number for the whole of last year.
I .Bgtween Janvary and August this vear more than 800,000 tourists had
VJ?HtPﬂ Langkawi compared to 1.02 million for the whole of last year, he
b, Halc
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Ko believe frab owith the Langkawi Toternational Maritime and Aerospace
(pIHK) exhihition, the number of tourists fo Langkawi will exceed the
fignre for last vear,” he said, -- aorve
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Mahathit - Casino 4 Langkawi

Dr Mahathit sajd the government's ohjective was to match the number of
tourists to Malaysia with the size of its population with one tourist for
avery resident 3in this counbry.

"We need 20 million toucists by the

y 2000," he said.
The Prime Minister said the number of
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tourists to Malaysia tobtalled
eight million last vear and he expressed the hope that the number would
increase through the Vigit Malaysia Year campaigns.
~ He said Malavsia wanteM to emulate countries such as Cyprus where the
ratio of teurists o the population waz 2:1 and in‘Malta it was 2:1.
Responding to repoctecs’ questions, he satd the government would permit
the development of Gunung Rava here for tourism including the building of
chalets provided it did not involve the felling of many trees, and a major
portion of the constpuction involved timber and there was contrnlled
development with minimum etfect opn the environment . -— mocte
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At prgsent there was only 4 .Tea House and a fonk onf. point on Guaung
Rava whfch was 867 metves ahove sea-level., The two projects were developed
by ﬂyaf]kat ¥oodhouse Sdn Bhd at a cost of BM4 wmillion. o

Ogen1ng the Tea House this aftecrnoon, Dr Mabathir said Langkawi
fes1dpnts were fortunate because of the many development projects on the
tsland, {hpic Litestyle way better than that of the people oun the maiﬁland
. Meanwhile LADN General Mansger Hajd Abdul Halil Qabdul Hnta]ib'tnld '
xnggét:;; that LADA at ity mvnttnq.toduy approved seven projects.
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