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Coidinue to strive for excellence, private L 

PM: Don’t be 
By Manan Osman 
KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - 
Prime Minister Datuk Seri 
Dr Mahathlr Mohamad has 
advised both the public and 
private sectors not to be 
complacent in the wake of 
the encouraging economic 
indicators but to continue to 
strive towards excellence. 

He also stressed the im- 
portance of the private sec- 
tor defending its competi- 
tive advantage in the 
international market. 

He said any competitive 
advantage being enjoyed 
now would only be tern o- 
rary and would be quite x if- 
ficult to maintain. 

“Therefore, continuous 
efforts must be made to im- 
prove and upgrade our com- 
petitive edge,” Dr Mahathir 
said at the presentation of 
the Industrial Excellence 
Awards here today. 

He added that there was 
no end to the process of in- 
novation. 

He said in the past year, 
numerous international in- 
dicators had pointed to Ma- 
laysia’s encouraging eco- 
nomic achievements. 
Malaysia’s growth rate of 
three per cent a year in the 
early ’90s was among the 
highest in the world. 

Dr Mahathir said last 
year, the General Agree- 
ment on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT) had reported that 

not careful, our perfor- 
mance will decline before 
our potential is fully exploit- 
ed,” he added, 

Dr Mahathir also said that 
excellence was an intrinsic 
value that must exist in all 
sectors, including the pri- 
vate sector. 

He said the excellence of 
the private sector was espe- 
cially needed in the interna- 
tional arena because export 
was the major contributor 
to the nation’s earnings, 

Dr MahatQr said the pri- 
vate sector must also be 
more innovative and should 
always find new products to 
be marketed and adopt new 
approaches for any particu- 
lar task. 

He said a new expertise 
which could be exported 
would be in the field of con- 
struction - road construc- 
tion, buildings, housing, 
telecommunications. and 
tt$h;tFsagement and design 

“Many countries which 
aspire to develop faster 
.have recognised Malaysia 
as the technical and plan- 
ning source to achieve their 
objective as soon as possi- 
ble,” he said. 

He said the Government 
realised that while encour- 
aging the private sector to 
upgrade its degree of excel- 
lence, the Government ma- 

nchinery also needed to be 
more creative and dynamic -. Malaysia was placed 23rd in providing the necessary 

among more than 100 GATT ! support 
members in terms of export 
performance. 

In line with this principle, 
the Government had intro- 

These successes, he said, 
were the result of the con- 
certed efforts of the Govern- 
ment and its administration 
and the private sector sup 
ported by a determined 
workforce which was also 
l$d~. dedicated and disci- 

“However, we should not 
be too proud of such indica- 
tors to the extent of becom- 
ing complacent. If we are 

aucea various measures to 
help the private sector im- 
prove its performance. 

Last year the Govern- 
ment, with the co-o 
of a number of loca P 

eration 
compa- 

nies, had set up the Malay- 
sian Technological Develop- 
ment Corporation which 
provided the capital for re- 
search institutions to intro- 
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Council to 
spearhead 
designing 

nies to increase their com- 
petitive edge. 

He said that in June this 
year, the Malaysian Exter- 
nal Trade Development Cor- 

go 
ration was launched to 

elp strenghten Malaysia’s 
export performance. 

He said the Cabinet had 
also approved the setting up 
of a National Desian Coun- 
cil to co-ordinate and snear- 
head the country’s de&r- 
ing activities so that the 
country’s industrial prod- 
ucts would be more compet- 
itive in both local and for- 
eign markets. 

A design centre would be 
set up under the council to 
act as the focal point for all 
such activities, he said. I 

Dr Mahathir, who was ac- 
companied b Deputy Inter- 
national Tra Lf e and Industry 
Minister Chua Jui Ming, lat- 
er visited an exhibition held 
in conjunction with the 
award presentation. 
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