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Mahathir-Successor
MAHATHIR BRLTEVES HIS SUCCRSSOR WILL CONTINUE THE PRESENT, POLTCIES
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KUALA TUMPUR, Nnv.f?;%%ernama)G?C:DEEHE_Serj Dr MaﬂQEEEE:Bohamad today
expressed confidence that his suceessor would continue with the policies
set. by the present government to steer the country towards achieving
developed nation status by the veat 2020.

The Prime Minister said based on the tome of his speeches, he was
confident that his successotr shared Yis opinions and those of other Cabinet
ministers as well as the people's desire to fulfil) vision 2020.

"The noises he has heen making appears to be in line with what we all
(the present government) helieve and what T believe," he said in a dialogue
with participants of the two-day international conference on trade apd
investment opportunitiesein Malaysia entitled "Malaysia: Powerhouse of the
905", here. .~ "
~ Dr Mahathir was asked by one of the patticipants vhether he was
satisfied that his successor wonld continue the policies laid down by him,
especially in making Malavsia a developed country by the yeat 2020. -- wmore
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digqozﬁzathiré Yhndans:ered 1) questions from the floor during hour-long

gue, Sai eadership changes over the yeatrs in Malaysi

any radical changes in policies. Y813 had not caused

Change§ ln‘leader§hip §iqce the time of the late Tunku Abdul Rahman,

T;Jaysia 5 first prime minister, to the Jate Tun Abdu)l Razak, followed by

fnet;:t: Tu? H?sseln‘Onn and himself, had practically seen no teal changes
he country's 3| j i ‘ ‘ ‘

e y po]JP)esvexcept for their different styles of approach; he

1 have teally no worry that after T'm gone there will he any changes.:

But T can assure v j i i i
vou that you can continuously invest in Malaysia after I'm

gone because they (his successors) conld just he th :
. Ll EA TR XY 2 . 5T, > " e € )
they are," he said. . ) same kind of people as

This was because the past leadership had alwavs bheen successful in

ensnring that their successors continued the policies laid down by thembandﬁ

he was gonfident that he would bhe able to do so. '
. He s§1d‘nnless something really tragic or disastrous happened to

alayska in the tuture, the same government would continue to remain in
power "for quite a long time". —— more
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He said the government i }
quite a long perind due tras g adntain
people and it was careful

Dr Mahathic was also ask
countries, espe
Malaysia.

He sgld there was no evidence that
gountrles‘had caused the husiness com
interest in Malaysia.

"But in-any case, T'm n

F lase, asty towards governments i
Bu;in:5§dpenple have a different view point," hp‘édggg huminess people.
whe;ea:lfhgn:?ryments mlqht.censure Malaysia for its'léhour policy
intprpqréd'toligssii gommnnlty thought othervise as they were mbrP

.erested t st ina ¢ i i : W ‘
st country like Malaysia whete there was no lahour
b "$n T find that there is a total
usiness people and this has enable
sector while th ing ‘

e thumbing our nos

: 0 mai its present position for
tts sensitivity towards the feelings of the

23 its’apprn§ch to matters invelving the people
B e ed.Whether his stand against developed. h
Cially the lnited States, had affected investment$ in

hls.rema;ks about rertain developed °
munity of those countries to loge

dichotomy hetween governments and
d us to get investments from the private
es at the governments of the countries,” he

added. -— more ,
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Another participant asked whether the governments of Malaysia and the
Philippnines were willing to put to rest the Sabah issue so as to ensure
Asean could move forward positively.

Dt Mahathir said without putting to rest the Philippines' claim on
gabah, the two Asean countries could sti)1 continue to foster an active
relationship.

"We realise, of course, that successive governments in the Philippines
wonld like to settle this problem but the structure of Philippines politics
is such that it is impossible for any government to take any step to get
rid of the problem that we have," he added.

As such, he said duting President Fidel Ramos' visit to Malaysia
earlier this year, they agreed to forget about the problem and concentrate
on the more positive aspects of the two countties’' telationship.

Malaysia had already enconraged its businessmen to invest. in the
Philippines after he and Ramos agreed that both countries should increase
trading volume, he added.

*T would not bother ot wotrry about this problem anymote. 1 don't think
the Philippines is going to go to war with us in order to recover Sabah.,"

he said. -- Bernama
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