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KllAIIA I,llMPllR, Nav. 15 (Rernama) -f Dat,nk Serb 
expressed confidence t.hat. his s~~ccessor 
set. by the present. government. t.o steer the conntry t.owards achieving 
developed nat,ion status by the year 2020. 

The prime Mj ni st.er said based on the tone of hj 6 6peechP.6, he Wa6 - 
confident, that. his successor shared liis opinions and those nf other Cahlnet 
mjnjst,ers as well a6 t,he peopJe’6 desjre to fnlfill Visjnn 2020. 

“The noises he has heen making appears to he in line with what. We all 
(the present, government,) hslieve and what, T heljeve,” he said in a djalogue 
with nart,icipant,s of the two-day international conference on trade apd 
invss&ent. apportmjt,jesr in MaJaysj a snt..i t,l e!d “Mala,~sja: PowerhouSe, of the 
9Os”, here. 

or Mahat,hir was asked by on’e of the part,i.ci.pantS whet.her he Wafi . 
satisfjed that his successor Gould continue the pnlicies.‘lajd down by him, ,, 
especially in making Malaysia a developed connt,ry by the year 2020. -- more : 
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Dr Mahathi r, who answered 13 questions from the f Ioor during hour-long 
dialogue, said leadership changes over t.he years in Malaysia had not caused 
any radical change6 jn policies. 

Changes in leadership since t,he time nf the late Tunku Ahdul Rahman, 
tlalaysia’s first. prime mjnjster, to the late Tun AhdrlJ Razak, followed by 
the 1at.e Tun Hussein Onn and himself, had practically seen no real changes 
jn the count.Fy’6 pal jcies except, for t,hej r (ii fferent, styles of approach; he 
added. 

“T have rea.1l.y no worry that. after T'm gone t,hete will he any changes.~ 
Rnt J can assure ynll that, you can cont,j.nnonsly invest in Ma1 aysia after I'm 
gone because they (his s~~cc~!ssors) could just he t,he same kind of psopleras 
they are," he said. 

This was .because the. past leadership had always been s~~txessful in 
ensnrjng that. their snc&ssars contjnllsd t,he purl icjes I aid down by them and’ 
he was confi dent, t,hat, he would be able t.a do so. 

He said llnlsss something really t,ragjc T)r disast.rnas happened to 
Malaysia in t,he future, the same government. would continue to remain in 
power “for qiij t,e a 1 ong time”. -- more 
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He sajd the government; was able to majntajn it,6 present posjtj.on for 
quite a tong period dlla tc 
people and jt was careful 

its sensitivity towards t,he feelings of the 
,,A its approach to matters involving the people. 

Dr Mahathir was also asked whef.hsr his stand against developed 
cnuntrj es, 
Malaysia. 

especial Jy the United States., had affsct,ed i.nvsstment$ in 

He said there was no evidence that his remarks about, certajn developed ’ 
countries had caused the husjnass cnmmunj ty of those countries to lase 
interest, i.n Malaysia, 

“Rut in -any case, T ‘m nasty towards governments, not business people. 
Rusjness people have a djfferent, view point,,” he added. He said governments might censure Malaysia for i t.s labour policy 
whereas the brrsjness co1 ..ni ty t.hnught. othsrwi6s as”thsy were more nmu 
interested to invest in a country like Malaysia where there wa6 no labour 
prnblao. 

,’ 
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“So T find t.hat. t.here is a total dichotomy between governments and 
buSjnc!ss people and tQj6 ha6 enabled 116 to get investments’ from the private 
sector while thumbing our noses at t,ha governments of the countries,” he 
added. -- more 
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Another p’art,icipant, asked whether the goveinments of Malaysia and the 
’ .: 

.t 

Philinnines were wi‘lling to put, to rest, the Sabah issue so as to ensure 
Asean- coul d move forward pnsi t.i veJ y. 

Dr Mahat,hir $aid wit,hnut. putting to rest the Philippines’ claim on. 
Sabah, the two Asean cauntrjss cou1.d still contjnue to foster an active 
ralat.ionship. 

“We realise, of course, that successi.ve governments i? the Fhilippiqes . . P 

would 1 i ke to settle this problem but, the structure of fiilippinss polltlcs~ 
is such that, it, is impossible for any government to take any step to get 
rj d of the problem t,hat, we have,” ha added. 

As such, he said during Prssi.dent Fidel Ramos’ visit to Malaysia 
earlier thjs year, they agreed t,o forget about, the problem and concentrate 
on the more positive aspects of the two countries’ relationship. 

Malaysia had already anconr’aged its bnsjnessssn to invest. jn th: 
Philippines aftai ha and Rams agreed that, both caunt.cies should Increase . 

t.radina val ume, he added. 
“1 w&ld not, bother or worry about. t.his problem anymore. T. don’t think,, 

., , 

the PhjJjppjnes is gojng ta gn to war wj t,h us in order to recover Sabah, 
he said. -- Bernama 
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