Just one firm
to operate

PEKAN, Thurs. — There
will only be one company
operating the stage bus net-
work and one company op-

erating the minibus service
in Kuala Lumpur in future

Dr Mahathir Mohamad said.
—DBr-Mahathir-said—it-was
the Government's plan to
restructure the bus service
in Kuala Lumpur starting
with the minibus service.

“It is time we addressed
the problem.of Kuala Lum-

ur's poorly organised pub-
ic .transport system,” Dr
Mahathir told a Press con-
ference here.

Diversified Resources
Berhad will lead a consor-
tium to operate the restruc-
tured minibus service in the
feders} tapital. DRB will do
thiz though Intrakota Con-
solidated Sdn Bhd which
will be incorporated soon.

Dr Mahathir was asked to
explain the rationale for the
announcement that DRB
would led a consortium to
operate the minibus service,

He had earlier witnessed
the handing over of 40 4x4
Pinzgauer vehicles to the
Ministry of Defence by DRB,
the assembler. He later
toured the facility at Auto-
mative Manufacturer of Ma-
laﬁ'sia, a subsidairy of DRB,
where new monocoque bus-

The Prime Minister said
the Government had direct-
ed the Datuk Bandar of Kua-
la Lumpur to bring together

+the stage bus operators in

Prime Minister Datuk_Se:L«

the city to form a consor-
tium to run the service.

London, a city with a g;:)p-
ulation of 10 million, had
only one company and was
able to provide an efficient
bus service, he said.

On the other hand, Kuala
Lumpur, with a foPulation
of about two milllon, had
some 15 bus companies.

Dr Mahathir said the deci-
sion to just have one compa-
ny to operate the stage bus
service and one company to
run the minibuses should
not be misconstrued as tak-
ing away the livelihood of
the present o%erators.

“They (the bus operators)
can still be involved by ac-
quiring shares in the new
companies,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said the Gov-
ernment was keen to see
that more modern and bet-
ter eguipped vehicles were
introduced.

“These buses, among oth-
ers, will have a lower floor,
maidng it easier for older
people to board. They
should probably have auto-
matic ticketing system as
well," he said.

es were being assembled.

Most of the present buses
were using the lorry chassis
and putting a bus body to it.

It is understood that the
Government has directed
IntraKota Consolidated to
ghase out the present mini-

uses and replace them
with monocoque buses.

The phasing out must be
completed before Malaysia
hosts the 1998 Common-
weAalth Gaxixeg.b "

pproached by reporters
IntraKota Consoﬁ%ated
managing director-desiﬁ-
nate Mohyee Wardt'hesai :
“We have just got ap-
roval from the Registrar of
ompanies and are in the
process of incorporating the
conl?Rany.
“DRB will retain the ma-
jt?rity stake in the consor-
um 14]

Mohyee said the company
hoped to deploy the first 50
monocoque minibuses in
the first quarter of next

year.

“Minibus operators affect-
ed should not worry be-
cause they can easily be red-
f{loyed to other sectors in

uala Lumpur that face a
shortage in the number of
buses; said.

Mohyee said beyond 1897,
minibuses would become a
feeder service between one
housing estate and another.
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