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SYDNEY: Australian Prt W e not to attend. 
Minister Paul Keating moved His letter followed pressure 
yesterday to make amends for from some quarters of the Ma. 
his undiplomatic desception of laysian Government - though 
Datuk Seri Ds a- 
ii$&%%%lcitrant” by writ- 

not Dr Mahathir himself - for 

%g to him to say he did not 
mean to cause offence. 

The letter stopped short of 
the apology demanded by some 
quarters in Kuala Lumpur, but 
said Keating considered the is- 
sue could only be settled “if 
both countries are willing to 
put it behind them.” 

A spokesman for Keating, 
who earlier blamed Australian 
journalists for intensifying the, 
row, said the letter stated the 
issue had been blown out of 
proportion and it was not in the 
long-term interests of either 
Australia or Malaysia for it to 
continue. 

Keatinrsaid in a statement 
issued,& his behalf that his re- 
markdat the Asia Pacific Eco- 
nomic Co-operation (Apec) 
summit in Seattle were intend- 
ed not to cause offence, but to 
make clear his view that it was 
up to Dr Mahathir if he chose 

an apology over remarks de- 
scribing the Malaysian Prime 
Minister as recalcitrant for 
boycotting the summit. 

Keating said earlier this 
eek he would not apologise 

% b t argued that his criticism 
was merely part of what he 
called “the rough and tumble” 
of international politics. 

The statement quoted the let- 
ter as having pointed out: “The 
Prime Minister’s remarks in 
Seattle were not calculated to 
give offence to Dr Mahathir. 

“Rather, they were made to 
make clear that it was a deci- 
sion for Malaysia and Dr Ma. 
hathir if Malaysia wished to ab- 
sent itself from the Apec meet- 
ing and thaf Australia had clear 
design interests in the archi- 
tecture of Apec, interests 
which it would defend vigor. 
ously.” 
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