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Mahathj I- - 1 et.t.er 

NOT W,CEXSA"nY FOR KEA'ITNG TO WF.XTE LETTER TO ME - WNiTHIR 
hm 
LANGKAWI, Oec 3’ Bernama) 7, -- Prime Minister I)at.uk ~er_~._&2lahat~hir r 

Mohamad r;aifl t.olljght. that, he floes not, SEC! the. need for Aust,ralia’s Prime 
mer Pa111 Ee;tit.ing t.0 !.end A letter r.n him, which did not help to ease ’ 
the st.rajned reJat.lonhhip t)at.veen Anst.ra.lja and Malaysia. 

“1 [Ion’t. Ilnder.rt.dntI t.hp need for leating to send t.he letter, which to 
mP# lltrt in thv ](?a:,t. 11. ;III aplogy, which J dir1 Ilot. ask.. hut. the letter 
doe:,, not _f*V’cIn appcdr f:oncll iatory,” he t.nld reporters here. 

“H~ur-v, I dnr1' t kwv, b-hat dncs it wcin," he said when asked to comment 

on Kedt.ing’!. lPtt,er tn hia. 
])I- Hahat.Jljr h,>jd 11~ wrrr11d nnt..reply to t.hc )et.t.er. 
“I (lon’t. know how t(7 rr?ply, if I vr!r~! 10 reply it: may prolong,” he 

said.. 
fin t,]le c:ontc<nt.r, of t.]ltr let.t.et-, he sditl, “If I were to ~a)’ it. iS 

corir:i 1 j at.nry ;il ho. . t.]lcr w(rycljng jn the If~t.tf+r dots sonlld conciljatory.” 
“It. only e:<pl;iirl:; why he (Kesting) m;irle sllch a statement, in Seattle, 

t,hat,’ s al 1 and why he f ct.l t, nnhappy wi t.h me. ” -- more 
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Dr Mahat.hir said he had tried to avoid responding to questions posed to 
L hjm r?arljer on t.he jss\lr. hut, j t. appeared that hy not. replying t.o the 

qncst.ions it. va5 int.erpret.ed that. he agreed to* t.he stand taken by several 
’ ’ tnlni st.l!rh uhp cl-i t.j cj ~etl Au;<ral j a. 

Ye vii.‘1 saddened that. Kedting had sd id that, Aur;t.ralia’s Foreign Ministry 
was av;sj t,jng t.o recej ve protests, j f all?, frum”‘Malaysia. 

/I --. “As far 3.~; 1 know, Wisma Putra made ;I llrot,est, hut, he in fact. in his 
st.at.emr+)lt. denjet of any plx)t.c+st. Irom nnr side. This’shm~ld not. have 
happpnetl as it, i:-; not, t,rlle,” he $4 id. 

Ih- Mahathi r said he did not, blame the Anstraljans hat he djd not, _ 
understand why Aust,ralia’s I'rime Minister was angry with him over his 
st.at.emei1t. on Aper: hecomj rty too hjg. 

“What, T. meant, yas .Apec: hecoming too hig not from the membership aspect’ 
ht. from the aspect. of. consolidatjon with the set,t,jny lip of a formal 
secretariat, and developing int,o a trading bloc,” he said. -- more ‘. 
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. nr !iahat.hj r said ,“Hy crj t.j cism vas nnt. over t.oo many ‘&unt.ries joining 
Xp~?r:, rather T agree that. more should join Apec, the more t.he merrier as it 
j, iin orgailjhatjon for Pacjfjc nat.jonh and SO aJJ Pacific countries should 
become metreht!r-5. That. is my st.and hut, it. need nut. become a trading bloc.” 

“Hakjng AIWC: a trading bloc: wjt.h members such as the United States, 
#Japan and so on, then it. hecnmes a massive arganisation hecause it, has too 
St.roIly a c:1m4tl. Th3 6 is what. J dj sagree." 

“But. apparetnt.ly Aust.ralia is angered why we supported Chile’s 
memhersh~ 11 of Ape<:, 
memhe I-, 

it. seems because of onr suplidrt. ,fpr Chile becoming a 
6pec: is said t.o have become massive. Not’so, Chile is only a small 

c0a1~t.1-y. ” 
3r Nahathir said if auyone hat1 c:anse t.n be angry over his statement he 

feJ t. j t. s~au3d he t.hc! llni t.ed States and Presjderlt. $j 3 I Clinton as he had 
directly c:rit.icised the lJnit.ed St.at,es’ effort.6 to use Apec as a tool. 

“1 crj t.ic:i set1 and al SO I djd not. attend (the shmmj t.) al though I was 
invited hy President. Clintr~n. Tf anyonf? shollld he angry with me it should 
he President Cljnton~hut j t. lookr; that. Prrtsjdent. CJjnt.on js not, t.hat. angry 
rllthough he may have fnl t. UIIhAp~Jy hut. ht! (Ii d nnt. make any offensive 
t;t.at.cnc!nt. ayajnst the p~3ple nf Halaysia or ayajnst me,” he said. -- more 
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\ , . . . . The 1’l.i me Mj ni ster l-~oy~?ver said if anyone accqbed him of agreeing to 
theit ric:t,ions ju:;t, hec;7use he remained silent,;~ it. ‘was a had assumption 
which sho~Jd not, have been made. 

On vilat. action Australia shoal rl t.ake t.c-, no,rmalise relations, with 
NaJay,ja, DJ Mahathir said,“t.o ease the sjt.nat.ion, it’s better not, to 
regI.1’, don’t: talk, don’t. do anything rlc; it, will only worsen the situation.” 
-- Rel-Jlama * 

’ ’ KHY T8 AAM 


	Mahathir - Letter (Bernama 03/12/1993)

