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Mahat.hj r-co1 I ahra t.i on 3 Kual a Lumper 

Hc! said such an t?Ffort, needed fy be taken, as alone no Asian country, 
however ]mw!l-fnl , (:a11 m;l txh t.he comhj ned r:.l ou t. of the groupings which have 
l~een Formed in Europe and North America. 

Whj.le sayi Ilg t.hat: the EAEC. was a 1ogjcii.l ZoJ low-up of t,he economjc 
int.eract.i.on in East. Asid in t.he post. World War 11 years, IIr Mahathir said 
that. 110 one ileer fear an Asian Groupjr~y. . . , 

HP srl id this was hec:ause East. Asid (:onnt.ries were not. only st.hnica1l.y 
dj If eretlt. hut. a 1 SC) dj vj detl by cul t.urs, 1 anguage and reJ j gjon when compared 
to t.hc! more hrmlogennus Eilropeans and Nort.11 Americans. 

On Wdlaysja’s er:onomi(: t.ransformat.ion ant1 East. Asja’s suc.~ess st.ory, he 
said it. did not. come rtholit hy accident. or I)? shcB( 11lck alone. as it. was a 
protln(:t. (If muc:h hard work clonpl et1 wi t.h a work ethic, t,hat, was compat.ihIe 
wit.h intlustridl pedc~! dnd high protln~tivi by. -- more 
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III. Mahat.hjr also sal’(l Halaysla was for’t.llnate t.o have a rssjlient, 
privat,ci”se~t.c~r ~~11 tng to llndert.ake risl\s dud share t,he common tasks of 
)yj 1 dj ny wonomi c: prosperj ty. .‘, II 

, ‘!Thc! privat.6 sect.or is the main engine of, growth for the Malaysian 
economy. Toget.her* wj t.h the government, ’ s proact,ive’*‘,bd sound ‘macro-economic 

, pr.incipl es’ and programmes, the cnncept of M,+laysi.a Incorporated and 
’ ’ pr;Gat;.i sa t,j on , WB have hesn.‘&J e to accel crate growth;. reduce nur foreign 

debts, deregul.at,e and assist. the private sector t.o expand their role.” 
He said t.oget,her, both sect_ors. had invested in t,he future hy ajjocat.jng 

vast. sums of money t.0 build infrast,ruct.ure, as well as provide educat.ion 
and t.raining sui tall.! e for an j ndustri al economy. 

“It- is t.his commitment t,owards inve,stin.g in infr.&tructure and human ” 
14 

resource development. t.)l’at_ has g,ivan 11s ‘i strong compstjtjve edge,” he said. 
On t.hcr symposium organiserl by the Asian Strategy and Leadership 

Jnst.jt.ute (ASLJ), t.he Jnternatjonal Infotrade Jnc of the Ilnj t,ed St,at,es and 
Sahit. Srln Bhd, i>r,Mahat.hir said 116 wel(.:omerl it. as it. was meant t.o promote 
regj on al bus j ness al 3 j ~II(:BS . 

I 1 
The! Prime Minister's wife Dat.lik’ Seri I)at.‘in Paduka Dr Siti Hasmah, 

1)epilt.y Prj~nc! Mj nj G'i.er- IIdt~uk Xctri AIIW?~' Jhrahjm and Primary Jndustxjes 
Mirl i st.er Oat.llh Xer i i)r Lim Keny I’aik were also present.. -- Bernama 
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