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MAGAYSTA TO MANUFACTURE GERMAN-D SIGNED AMPHIBIOUS AIRCRAFT 

93 
LANCKAWT, Dec. 7 (Rernama 1 -- M&5 ysj a i s to manufact.ure a 

German-designed amphibious aJrc:raft. in Pulau Pinang next year, the latest 
adtli t.j on to- j t.s j njant aerospace i ndust.ry, Prime Mjnist.er Datuk Seri Dr 
>lahat.hi r M<lhamad announced today. 

The t.win-engined Darnjor Seastar CD2, a 14-seat. aircraft., would he 

.I 
;. 

produced ent.irely in Malaysi? by a consortium of companies led hy Aerospace 
Jndustrics MaJaysja (AJM). 

“This aircraft has enormouli scope for sales in the Asia-Pacific region, 
being useful_ both for mari time patrols, search and rescue mj ssjons as well 
4s for lake and island resorts,” Dr Mahathir said when opening the Langkawi 
Int.ernat.jonaJ Mari time and Aerospace Exhihj thou (LIMA) J993. 

This is Malaysia’s third aircraft. manufacturing project after the Eagle * 
I ’ 

’ 
X-TS, a ljght. a.lJ-composi t.e aircraft., and the Swj ss-de’si gned Datwyl er 
MD3-160 two-saat.er asrohat.ic trainer aircraft. 

Dr Mahathi r also announced that. the Government, had approved a Composite 
Hanufacturing Zone (CM?!) in Melaka in effort.s t.o promote composite product 
manufacturing in ttaJays&a. -- more 
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The CM2 would’,contain a centre for aerospace industries with Eagle 
Aircraft Ma1 aysj a Sdn. Bh’d. taking the J ead, a non-aerospace products 
manufacturing cent.re with Talon Malaysia as a key tenant manufactnring 
hockey st.j cks from composi-t,e mat.eri al s and an ‘advanced domposj tes 
jaboratory t.o provide research .)ack-up for companies located in the zone. 

D? Mahat.hi r saj (1: “We 1 ook forward t.o havjng more companies, both local 
and .Eoreign, joining us at. the CMZ. 

“Coinposi tes could be nsed in the mannfactnre of”‘manp’ sporting items, 
matine vesseLs, fittings for trains and vehicles ?nd all containers where 
payload and strengt.h are major consj dera ti ons. ” $4 

Halaysia’s low-cost highly-skilled workers were a great asset in 
manufacturing wj th conposi tes, he added. ‘. 

Dr Mahathir said with the manufacturing of the three aircraft, Malaysia 
had embarked on nev areab of technology with very. stringent quality 
requi renent.6. 

The demands of t.he aerasljace industry also required that. the Malaysian 
workforce he extrenely conscious of qua1 j ty in the whole product.ion 
pUKesh. 
- more 
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He added: “These are undoubtedly small beginnings. But then the U.S. 
entered the aerospace industry with the Ki t.ty Hawk, an aj.rcraft that is 
even more primi.t.ive t.han the three aircraft. T have mentioned. 

“Ju ,a cent.nry’s time we may have our Aoejng and McDonnel.1 Douglas 
count.erpart., God willing. But. a beginning has to he made. And three small 
aircraft. make a good heginnjng, modest. t.hough t.hey may he.” 

The Eagle X-TS was manufactured by Eagle Aircraft. Malaysia, a joint 
venture between Petronas and government.-owned Composi ts Technology Research 
Malaysia. 

The first-production model of t.he Eagle X-TS, suited for leisure flying 
and survej I I ante work, rol I ed mt. of j t.s Australian faci1.j ty j.n Perth last 

, October irnd it, would eventually be built. ent.irely\in Malaysia. 
Eagle Aj rcraf t MaJ aysj a fias secured firm orders f,or,* six aircraft from 

its first. cust.omer, 
Western AustraJ j a. 

t.he Conservation and Land Management Authority of 
’ 

The MlWlGO are produced by StiE Aerospace which planned to have the 
first. tlalaysjan-produce: low-cost. t.rajners flying before the end of 1994. 
-- tllCJt-e 
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Dr Mahathir, who also spoke on Malaysia’s efforts to develop maritime 
industries, saj d there was great potenti al in pleasure craft. production. 

Noting that the growing affluence of Malaysia and its neighhours would 
lJJldonht,ed~ y create demand for such craft,, he nrged local and foreign 
entrsprenuers to look into the possibility of developing Malaysia as the, 
regj 0na.l centre of pl easure craft producti 0~1. 

“With more such craft in local waters, t.here will. be increasing need 
for marinas Bnd boat. maintenance facilities,” he said. 

He also said in order to meet the demands of industrialisation and new 
techl1o.l og.i es, changes would, be made to the education policy and new .courses 
would be offered by i.nst.itut.fons of higher learning, government and private 
sector. 

The government., he said, spared no effort to provide the necessary 
support facilitjes to the private sector keen to invest, in high technology 
vent.ures and it, respondefl quickly to investors needs. 

Dr Mahathir said LIMA was not. jnst. another aerospace or mari time show 
as almost every country in Asia now held such exhibitions. -- more 
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LIMA was stil I relevant. and special “because, it j s held in a region 
wit.h the fastest growing economy; people in this region are now more ., 
af fl.uent and are not. on1 y travel1 i ng more hut are actually beginning to ‘ I 

. regard ownership ot private jats’and luxury hoats as essential for business 
and for plaasnrd,” he added. *;. 

He said the series of LIMA exhibitions Malaysia planned to stage were 
i aleo aimed at. challenging Malaysians to resbond and be. pro-active to the 

demands of a t.echnology-driven world. 
“Malaysia cannot. afford to he left, behind. In a competitive world there 

can be no complacency. Alertness and a willingness to venture in& new 
. fields are t.he prerequi si t,es of merely staying abreast,” he added. , : 

Dr Mahathir hoped more international events would be staged in 
Langkawi , an at.t.ractive tourist dest,ina,tion as well as a vital investment 
1 oca t. ion. 

The opening ceremony, held at, the exhibit.ion centre adjacent t.o the 
Ilangkawi Tn t.ern8t.i onal Ai rport., was at.t.endsd hy Datuk Seri:Datin Paduka Dr 
Siti Hasmah Mohamad Ali, Cabinet. ministers and foreign dignit.aries. 

\ An aeri al display of Jocal and foreign aircraft. was held after the 
opening ceremony. The maritime exhihi.,t.ion was held at. the Kuah jetty. -- 
Rernaaa 
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