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CANBEBKA, Tues. - Aus- 
tralia insisted today there 
was not 

% 
more it could 

do tosettle e issue over its 
Prime Minister’s remarks 
concerning Datuk Seri Dr 
Mahathir .Mohamad which 
has raised threats of trade 
sanctions, saying it was 
now up to Kuala Lumpur to 

terpart a “recalcitrant”, for 
boycotting the fiit summit 
of the Asia-Pacific Econom- 
ic Co-operation (Ape@ fo- 

rum in Seattle last month. 
Evans said Keating had 

made every attempt to cor- 
rect any perception of an 
insult but would go no fur- 
ther. 

“I don’t believe it’s fair to 
say there was irresponsibil- 
ity or insensitivity on the 
part of the Prime Minister in 
the circumstances of the 
case,” Evans told Parlia- 
ment in response to an oppo 
sition question. 

backwards; a%y clear 
wllllngness . . . to commiml- 
cate the proposition that no 
offence was intended.” 

Keat’ 
Y 

had made it clear 
that if 0 ence had been tak- 
;$$$#+$&5ZF;n it 

“We can’t’ state it any 
more clearly than that. 

“We’re 
ing it an fi 

oing to go on stat- 
restating it, and 

we hope that it will be possi- 
ble for this situation to re- 
solve itself in the not-too- 
distant future,” he said. 

Public opinion also ap- 
peared to support Keating’s 
decision not to apologise to 

Dr Mahathir. Editorials, 
talk-back radio callers and 
letters to the editor today 
generally supported Keat- 
mg’s position, if not his slip 
of the tongue. 

“If Australia apologises, 
(Keating) loses face and he 
loses face in the eyes of the 
world,” said a talk-back ra- 
dio caller. 

“The subse uent 
1 

course 
of events has emonstrated 
a clear willingness on the 

P 
art of the Prime Minister to 
ook forward rather than 

An editorial in The Aoe 
newspaper in Melbourne 
said: “Mr Keat’ 

%:Tz said enough on 
and done enough to pl& 

Gte Dr Mahathir - and 
should now opt for silence.” 

Malaysia has already 

Abdullah to x)rox)ose 

banned the broadcast of 
Australian TV programmes, 
and newspa rs here said a 
few. Gust Rze ian *firms .were 
fys chill 111 busmess 

“That ‘is matter for very 
deep regret and we ‘~;;;~w 
very much that t!l 
tion can be contained and 
ultimately resolved,” Evans 
said of the bans. 

He said Australian com- 
panies might well suffer fur- 
ther. 

“But that is the nature 
and hazards of business life, 
I guess, ambone has to con- 
template the possibility that 

things like that will occur 
when you are doing busi- 
~vs~ithdmother country,” 

Malay& is Australia’s 
11th largest trading partner 
with two-way trade of Ag2.4 
billion (BM4.15 billion) as of 

to give details of the propos- 
al beyond saying that it 
could have “far-reaching ef- 
fects”. 

Last week, Abdullah had 
said that Malaysia would 
not rule out the possibilit 

.B of dowrgrading ties wit 
Australia. He had also 
warned that “anything can 
hap en after this”. 

‘l’ie Cabinet meeting,, nor- 
mally held on Wednesdays, 
has been shifted to Saturday 
this week as the Prime Min- 
ister is in Langkawi for the 
1993 Langkawi Intemation- 
al Maritime and Aerospace 

“We want to know what 
he meant by a cooling-ofl 
period... Keating is the one 
who started this and it all 
depends on him,” he said. 

In Kuantan, the Pahanf 
State Legislative Assembly 
today approved a motion ex, 
pressing regret over Keat; 
1ng.s aerogarory reInarK 
and suggested that the Gov- 
ernment take further mea- 
sures on the matter. 

It called on the Govem- 
ment to immediately recall 
the Malaysian High Com- 
missioner to Australia and 
downgrade ties with it. 

wh&i it 
I ..____ __ _iscuss 
ion Abdullah said 

~kmld nnt tell 
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