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HALAYSIA HAS NO @UARREL WITH AUSTRALIA, SAYS MAHATHIB 

?3 
LANGKAWI, Dee 8 (Rernnma) -- Q Malaysia has no quar -el with Australia but: 

most Malaysians have t.aken offence to the Australian leader’s remarks about 
the Ma1 aysi an prime minister, I)atuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad said today. 

He said the general feeling of. Malaysians, including those expressed by 
opposition parties, condemning Australian Prime Minister Paul Keating for 
calling him ;I “rP~‘illCitrr7nt”, was gf:nUitlf:. 

“(Rut) Wf!‘ilI.ft r:onmi\;t.r!d to our tricntls . . . .” III- Mahathir said when 
responding to questions on Aust:ralia-Malaysia relations at, a press 
conference here. 
’ ‘i$e Prime Minister refusf:d to be drawn into saying sore on this despite ’ 
rqwat.ed- qllesl.ions and insistence part.icularly by,Anstralian pressmen. 

(Ask&l on t.he actions of several ministftrs and government agencies to 
I hogc0t.t Australia or downgrade relat.ions, l7’r Mahathir .,said he was not in 

“the habit of telling my ministers what_ t.o do”. 
c 

“Then, J might: he lahelletl as dictator, et. cet.era . . . .I’, he said. -, 
more 
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He however admi i:t.etl that the ties between the two countries at: present 
were at their lowest: point. although there were other times previously when 
“we were quit.e snrc (wit.h Australia) r like when they accused us Of . 
slitught.f:cin~ t.he Vitbt_n;lmesr! (illegal immigrants)“. 

“Jf you want. to criticize me, you can criticize. We have” also 
criticized the United Nations, the United States, China and others. Be free 
to speak your mind, it. is Part. of democracy and is allowed in the 
international context. : 

“If you don’t. agree wit.h a policy, say so. But,.not personal insult,” he 
said. 

Keating had called Dr tiah;~thir “recillr:it~rant.” for not attending the ’ 
Asia-Pacific Economic Coopernt.ion (APEC) summit, in Seattle last month.. 

Asked aga\n by the foreign press if there was a cultural difference in. 
the ongoing controversy, Dr Mahathir said it. might ,be a personal 
dj ffefence. 

The prime minister also told the packed press conference that it was 
dangerous for him t-o comment from press repart.s nh,out related issues that 

* had, arisen since Keat.ing’s remark. 

“You t.ell me he has said c:t!rt.ain things . . . . . I have to verify them 
first (before commenting),” he said. -- more 
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He also said t.hnt. hcl h;itl al way:; acr:ept.etl regrets and if “he (Keating) 
had espressetd reyrrt, we are happy to accept: it:.” 

“Why split. hairs?” Dr Hahathir asked. 
To auothef quest.ion, he said he had made public apologies in lesser 

sj t.uat.ions before. 
On the question of clefcncc equipment., he said there vas a need to 

uptlnt.f! I.he equipment. at t.cr,somr Lime. 
E)t.her countries were also dnlny the same thing and this should not be 

construed as heing an arms race, he saj (1, adding t.hat China too was 
expected to Ilpyr-ade its arms system especially nrlw that it was more 
prosperous. 

He said Malaysia nlso,rlitl not believe in the assumption of a power 
vaccuum and this t.hcory should be discarded. 

“See vhat has happened in Bosnia. The U.S. has not been able to do 
anyt.hj ng . . . and ve can’t. rely on the assumed sense of responsibility of 
big paver count.ries. 

“There is no necessity for somebody to he policemen when we can’t rely 
on t.hose pal i cemen, ” he sai tl . --_ Berndrna 

SAG SJ HGN 

. 


	Malaysia has no quarrel with Australia (Bernama 08/12/1993)

