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LANGKAWI, Wed, — A
tralian Defence Minister
Senator Robert Ray de-
flected any suggestion that
an apology was in store for
Prime Minister Datuk Seri
Dr athir Moha 0

I the
two countries.

. Ray ,added that saying
“regret” was as good as say-
ing “I'm sorry”,

Looking a bit peeved with
the repeated questions from
the Press on the need for
such an apology if Australia
wanted to continue to enjoy
good relations with Malay-
sia, Ray szid:

_“I don’t think the ques-
tion of apology will arise.
The distinction between re-
grets and sorry, I regard as
the same thing.”

Ray said this when asked

Def,

(I

to comment on the issue af-
ter calling on his Malaysian
counterpart, Datuk Seri Na-
jib Tun Razak.

He said that his Prime
Minister, Mr Paul Keating,
was sincere in expressing
his regrets and added that
Keating had gone out of his
way to appease Dr Mahathir
by sending a personal letter
last weekend containing his
regrets if his Malaysian
counterpart was offended
by‘ ‘hlS remarks.

“Some of our Malaysian
friends here would be proba-
bly surprised, like some
Australians, that the Prime
Mminister is not known to
say regret as he had done in
this case.

“But here, he sincerely re-
gretted his comments and
had not intended to offend
Dr Mahaghir and the Gov-

ernment.”

Ray also appeared an-
noyed by questions that
Australia’s defence bid for
the Royal Malaysian Navy’s
Offshore Patrol Vessel could
be affected by the issue.

He was asked to comment
on Najib’s statement last
week that the Australian de-
fence bid would be at a dis-
advantage because of this
problem,

Directing his answer at
the large contingent of Aus-
‘tlrahan Press, Ray said:
What the Minister said,
and I ask you not to distort
his comments, was that if
the bilateral relations dete-
riorate, all aspects of Aus-
tralia’s dealings will be af-
fected.”

Queried if Najib had indi-
cated if there would be any

ence Minister:

short-term damage to Aus-
tralian com{)anies' bids for
defence contracts in Malay-
:ia, Raty sgid:k;xl'x alx‘n a Minis-
er, not a bookmaker. I don't
give the odds.”

He also hinted that any
Australian bid for defence
contracts should be
Welfhed by such factors as

uality, fair price, joint in-
ustrial programmes and
performance.

He added that the assess-
ment should be fair just as
Australia would likewise do
to Malaysian companies bid-
ding for businesses there.

He emphasised that nei-
ther he nor Najib should be
entrusted with resolving
the problem which he felt
was the task between the
two Foreign Ministers.

“And I know both Minis-
ters (Datuk Abdullah Ah-
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mad Badawi and Mr Gareth
Evans) are in discussion
this morning, spending
about 90 minutes. These dis-
cussions will go on,” said

Raﬁ.

e said the emphasis
would be for the two For-
eign Ministers to find con-
structive ways to .resolve
the problem fast and to the
satisfaction of both parties.

(In Kuala Lumpur, a
Wisma Putra spokesman
said Evans did not come to
Kuala Lumpur and Abdul-
lah had left for Manila at
9.40am to attend the first
Malaysia-Philippine Joint
Commission meeting. He
sald Evans did not meet Ab-
dullah.)

Najib, speaking at a sepa-
rate Press conference, said
he told Ray that Keatin
had made a personal attac

J

gainst Dr Mahathir, addin

that calling someone recal-
citrant might be acceptable
and mild in the Australian
culture, but that it was not
the case here, or even in
Britain.

“ told him that in sport-
ing jargon, you play the ball
and not the man,” said Na-
jib and added that in this
case, Keating had played
the man and not the ball
with the ensuing repercus-
sions.

“1 told him that it would
be fair if Keating criticised
government policies but

ersonal criticlsms like that

evelled against Dr Ma-
hathir were intolerable.”

Asked if the Malaysian
outrage against Keating’s
remarks was because it was
not the Asian culture to per-
sonally attack individuals,

Najib said this had nothing
to do with local norms.

“Calling someone recalci-
trant is seen as an unaccept-
able behaviour in interna-
tional diglomacy," he said,
adding that he made this
clear to Rai;.

Asked what was Ray’s re-
sponse to this view, Najib
said: “He listened”.

In Kuala Lumpur, Deputy
Foreign Minister Datuk Dr
Abdullah Fadzil Che Wan
said Malaysians, including
the Opposition, had shown
the world that Dr Mahathir
was respected bithe people
in the manner they reacted
to the statement by Keating.

He said the disgust shown
by Malaysians revealed that
Dr Mahathir had the back-
ing of all Malaysians, he
said in reply to a supple-
mentary question by Ibra-

him Ali (BN-Pasir Mas) in
the Dewan Rakyat.

In Johor Baru, Johor Men-
teri Besar Tan Sri Muhyid-
din Yassin said the State
Government would review
all dealings with Australia
following Keating's reluc-
tance to apologise to Dr Ma-
hathir over his remarks.

He said the State Secre-
tary was currently going
through State records to
find out whether the State
Government had any direct
dealings with Australia.

In Muar, National Amal-

amated Petty Traders and

awkers’ Association presi-
dent Chew Ming Teck said
today that the association’s
65,000 members, their fam-
ilies and friends would boy-
cott all Australian products
and advise Malaysians
against visiting the country.
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