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Dr Mahathir: We have no quarrel with Australians, but.. . 

Malawians have taken offence 
LANGKAWI, Wed. 1 Datuk 

iterated that most Malay- 
sians took offence to 
Australian Prime Minister 
Paul Keating’s remarks in 
Seattle. 

The Prime Minister said 
Malaysia’s experience with 
business people generally 
had been good but some- 
times individuals reacted 
differently, even if they hap- 
pened to be leaders. 

Replying to questions on 
Keating’s remarks posed by 
Australian journalists at- 
tending the Langkawi Inter- 
national Maritime, and 
ta!ypace Exhibition 93, he 

“Individuals have their 
own personalities and they 
react differently. We have 
no quarrel with Australians 
as such, but it seems that 
most Malaysians have tak- 
en offence over remarks 
made by the Prime Minister 
of Australia.” 

Keating had called Dr Ma- 
hathir a recalcitrant for not 
attending the Asia-Pacific 
Economic Co-operation 
(Apec) meeting in Seattle on 
Nov 22. 

Dr Mahathir told the 

P 
ress conference that Ma- 
aysia was not out to quarrel 

with people forever and 
ever. The best of friends 
could become enemies and 
the worst of enemies could 
become friends the next mo- 
ment, he said. 

Told by a foreign journal- 
;r+ +hnt nncl rrnt thn imnroc. 

>o!&&!!t i$eeking a solu- 
tion to the issue, br Ma- 
hathir said Malaysia was 
just as committed to all its 
friends, which was why it 
did not make remarks 
which might be offensive. 

“But if you want to criti- 
cise me, criticise... we criti- 
cise many countries, we 
criticise the United States, 
we criticise China, we criti- 
cise Russia... we should be 
allowed to speak freely in 
the international context 
also. And people should not 
take offence at that. Not a 
personal Insult. You don’t 
agree with some policies, 
you say so.” 

b 

The following are ex- 
cerpts of the press confer- 
ence: 

Q: Prime Minister, Mr 
Keatina said in Melbourne 
about ‘half an hour ago, 
“The answer as I have said 
in Seattle was not intended 
to cause offence and I regret 
it.” It seems this is the sec- 
ond expression of re et 

P from Mr Keating in ess 
than a week. Are you now 
pre ared to accept...? 

k 
I 

P : I have always accept- 
ed regret. I think the subject 
is already old. Shall we talk 
about other things. t 

I 

Q: How can the subject be 
old when your Foreign Mm- 
ister will be putting a pack- 
age of measures to the Cabi- 
net on Saturday? 
PM: Whatever happens 

now will have bearing on 
what we will decide. 

a 
: Are you impressed 

wit Mr Keating’s state- ; 
ment hi Sydney? 



PM: I’ll have &o vpi& 
..n FEh3d PiViE ONE -) direct them to say what. 

Q: Do you think the prob- 
lk~cki&~ k%he I also 

lem arises because of cultur- 
suggested we should arrest 

P iT_didn? study that 
refully so I am not in the 
sition to comment. 

Q: He expressed his regret 
in that rogramme. 

PM: E he expressed his 

al differences? 
PM: Perhaps ersonal dif- 

ferences. Even B etween cul- 
ture we have differences (in- 
;;Edpted b.y .knocking 

. . . I think somebody 
is telling me not to answer 
the question. 

some journalists in order to 
attract attention and ac- 
cordi 
Hem 2 

to reports by the 
!l’ribune, I laughed 

after that. So you can con- 
clude the circumstances in 
which I made those re- regret . . . we are happy. 

Q: Is that same as an apol- 
ogy? 

PM: Why split hairs (re- 
peated twice). 

Q: Does it mean that you 
do accept it as an apology 
from him? 

PM: Would YOU like me to 
say that? - . 

Q: Yes, please. 
PM: Please . . . 
Q: The Malaysian opposi- 

tion parties had expressed 
their unprecedented patrio- 
tism by backing you in this 
yes& and what do you 

PM: Well . . . I think gener- 
ally it is the feeling of Ma- 
laysians as a whole. It is not 
what I feel but the reaction I 

Q: Dr Mahathir, you.were 
quoted at the International 
Herald Tribune conference 
a week or two ago and I 
think you reiterated with 
the New .York Times that 
sometimes if you can’t be 
famous,,you have to be noto- 
rious in order to get your 
point of view across. And 
some time ago you said if I 
quote you correctly, one has 
to thumb one’s nose at gov- 
ernment even if while you 
are wooing business to 
make a point. So in this 
case, is there a nose-thumb- 
ing exacise to overcome 
this bilateral dispute? 

PM: (chuckle) Well, I was 
asked this question by this 
correspondent and I told 

marks. 
Q: It is possible that Paul 

Keating misunderstood the 
context of those remarks 
and the second question is 
we are a bit confused . . . 
we’re wonderi whether 
YOU could nossib v me11 out ? 
in simpler, clear- terms 
whether or not you accept 
an apology from, an expres- 
sion of a logy, expression 
of regret rom Paul Keating? p” 

PM: Well, if it is an expres- 
sion of regret, yes. But you 
are telling me. I don’t know 
what the content is, so the 
problem of making com- 
ments on something that is 
reported to you by reporters 
is that you are likely to react 
wrongly and as you know 
Paul Keating made his re- 
marks after being ques- 

what 
tioned repeatedly on his 

era1 occasions since Sunday 
the actual video tape of Paul 
Keating sayin that he did 
not mean to B o fend you and 
that he regrets the offence? 

PM: But I didn’t see that. I 
have been busy as you 
know. I didn’t see the TV 
interview. 

dif iculties between Malay- 2 
sia and Australia sends to 

otential investors in the 
e nited States, Japan and 
Europe when they see their 
businesses being threatened 
and investment being 
threatened over a single 
word of a foreign leader. 
What kind of signal does it 
send then about investing in 
Malaysia? 

PM: I wouldn’t know but 
our experience is that we 
get on well with business 
people and sometimes there 
are individuals who ha pen 
to be leaders. Indivi uals 3 

Keating said before I comment 
have their own personal- 
ities and they react differ- 4zm 

t ’ things. I have to verify 
fore I can comment. I 

should find out because it is ently, we have no quarrel 
with Australians as such 
but as it seems, most Malay- 
sians have taken-offence to 
remarks made by the Prime 
Minister of Australia. 

dangerous to pass comment 
when so and so sa s some- 
thing at such at sue Tl . 

B: Does it mean that he 

Q: But it is the Australian 
businesses being threatened 
by your ministers and your 
ministers are given the go- 
ahead to take whatever di- 
rections they see fit? 

hasn’t then conveyed . . . 
PM: This verv latest thing 

PM: Yeah . . . But I am not 
in the habit of telling my 
ministers what exact1 they 
have to say, we give t K em a 
free hand. If we do that I 
might be accused of being a 
dictator, a person who is 
intolerant, strict, et cetera, 
et cetera. 

s oke Fp with the Malaysian 
oreign Minister th 5 morn- 

ing and the Prime Minister’s 
regret was expressed during 
the telephone conversation 
and that the Australian De- 
fence Minister did the same 
when .he met the Malaysian 
Defence Minister? 

PM: Yeah . . . I will ask mv 

Q: Ju 
y 

‘rig by what you 
have sai one gets an im- 

ression that the Australian 
!J rime Minister hasn’t offi- 
cially conveyed his regret in 
a formal official channel 
way to you? 

Foreign Minister, I have 
been busy here as you 

PM: I am not saying that, 
all I am saying is that you 
tell me that he had said cer- 

____ _ . 
Q: If it should turn out 

that these reports of Paul 
Keating expressing regret 
are correct, will you accept 
that as the end of the row? 

PM: (chuckle) We are not 
out to quarrel with 
forever and ever. The 1 

eople 
est of 

friends can become enemies 
and the worst of enemies 
can become friends the next 
moment. You see this thing 

!%~%&ea:L~und the 
Q: Would you have apolo- 

gised if this occurred? 
PM: I have made public 

apolo ‘es on many occa- 
sions or lesser things. !7 

Q: Do you think this is the 
lowest point in Malaysia- 
Australia bilateral rela- 
tions? 

PM: I don’t know. I think 
there were other times 
when we were also quite 
sore . . . you know when ou 
said we slaughtered J iet- 
namese and things like that 
which did not happen. And 
we were in fact, I mean, 
literally welcoming them 
(Vietnamese) and we did 
feel very sore. 

B: As sore as YOU feel 
now? 

PM: No, I don’t know . . . I 
didn’t make a measure, of 
~u~tfeelmgs then. Very diffl- 

Qi Sir, Mr Keating also 

said that his representation 
is the correct a preach. Any 
relationship o P any sort and 
values rec7iires commit- 
ment from both sides. From 
our side we are committed, 
and I ask you is Malaysia 
also committed? 

PM: Oh. we are commit- 
ted all right to all our 
friends which is why we 
don’t make remarks . . . 
which might be offensive. 
But if you want to criticise 
me, criticise. We critic& 
many countries, we critic& 
the United States,. we criti- 
cise China, we cnticise Rus- 
sia . . . we are told that we 
should be free to speak our 
minds. That’s part of democ- 
racy. To us international de- 
mocrac 
nationa Y 

is as important as 
democracy. If we 

are supposed to speak freely 
within the country, we 
should be allowed to speak 
freely in the international 
context also. And people 
should not take offence to 
that. Not personal insult. 
You don’t agree with some 
policies, you say so. 

‘E 
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