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LAh’ClGh’t, Dee 10 7 Bcrnama) -- Prime Hinist.er Dat.uk Seri Dr_Jl_ahat.hir 
Hohamatl today t.c,ld Austral inn journal j st.s t.n he mor??%%si t,jve and urged 
t.m..n tell t.he t.rllr.h for t.he best. int.?rFtst. of all parties. 

"Number nnp is to sppak t.hr t.rl1t.h and when you cannnt, speak the t.rut,h, 
you t.one d0wn,” he said in response t.n a quest.ion on Malaysia-Australia 
rF!lat.j0ns fni lowjng t.he dsrayot.ary remarks made hy Anstral ian Prjme 
Minister P;1111 Keat.i.ng against. Dr Hahathir. 

The Prime Minjst.r!r was earlier asked on t.he lat.est. development 
concerning the row het.ween t.he two countries and he s&d that, he wo~tlrl make 
an announcement t,amorrow aft,er djscnssions xjth his colleagues. 

The cabinet, is scheduled to hold its weekly meeting tnmorrow morning to 
he fo3 lnwed 3 at.er hy an‘ llmnn supreme r:ounr:il meet.ing. 

Telling the Australian% Press t,a he responsible, Dr Mahathir said: “You 
(onbe) vent. around telling purple t,hat, WP murdered Vietnamese (refugees) 
when in fact VF! were helping t.hem. 

“‘Do yau t.hink that. is fair? We: don’t, get. angry for no reason . . . you 
(Aust.ralian Press) show t.hc! pictures of, us slashing and killing and 
celebrating the murder af Vjetnamcse (refugees). 1 saw t.hosepjctures . . . it 
is grossly unfair,” he told ;I pre!sr, conference here. --‘more 
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“W? never saj d anyt.hing ahout,.Aust.ral j ans mi shehaving.. . even if they 
rlh’: khy should SF! annoy thpm.,, We t.hink it. is in t.he ‘best. interest of 

, 

# * 
cvekynne I.n speak t.hr! t.rut h, ” he saj d. 

Responrli-ng tn a'notht-!r quest ion, Dr Mahathi r made: it cl ear that he had 
i ntl quarrel wi t.h Austral ia’s prjvat.e sect.or and he ,had +!en telling the 
people that. it, tias t.lle Australian government. which caused all. fhe problems. 

Saying he cnnld get. along fine wj t.h everybody, he &aid the reason why 
foreigners invested in Malaysia was because “we are very nice psnp.le.” 

Asked on a report. that, the Japanese’ Prime Minjstxr had offered to 
* mediatx, Dr Mahathir said he wnu1.d like t.o thank h4m for the offer but “I 

don’t think we have reached that, stage (that-, xarranted mediat,ion) .‘I 
Asked iE he had received extract:; of Keating’s speech in which Keating ,_ 

was said to have regretted hj s remarks, l)r Ma.hat.h:i r sa:id: ” . . . :J wou1.d 
h.ave a discussinn wit.h my colleagues, and wi 11 make some aqnouncements 
after that,.” * 

4 He refused t.n state the expect.4 stand to he i:aken tnmorrrtw vhen 
pressed furt,her hy the reporter, hut. said: “What, 1 wi I I do depends on what 
my colleagues tell me.” 

Keat.ing sparked t.he crisis last. month when he called Dr Mahathir a 
recalcitrant. for not. at.t.endiny t.he Asia-Pacific Economic Ccqxration forum 
in Seattle. -- flernama 
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