
By PAUL GABRIEL pressing regret would be 
delivered to Dr Mahath- 

LANGKAWI: Datuk Seri 
Dr Mahathir ‘Mohair& 

___ir’s staff, the spokesman 
reoortedlv said. 

i tras7%Z!ii;edXom< VeTifi- 
cation of Australian 
Prime Minister Paul 
Keating’s expression of 
regret. 

But the Prime Minister 
said yesterday he pre- 
ferred to discuss with his 
Cabinet ministers today 
before reaching any deci- 
sion. 

“What I do will depend 
on what my colleagues 
tell me. Don’t try to antic- 
ipate before then because 
I can’t anticipate (it) my- 
self” he told an Austra- 
lian’iournalist at a mess 
conference at the -Mah- 
suri International Con- 
vention Centre. 

Foreign Minister Datuk 
Abdullah Ahmad Badawi 
had said that the Cabinet 
meeting today would de- 
cide on the status of rela- 
tions with Australia. 

Dr Mahathir had said 
on Wednesday that he was 
prepared to accept Keat- 
ing’s statement of regret 

sayd that Keating was en- 
couraeed bv Dr Mahath- 
ir’s revmarks. 

Extracts of the Austra- 
lian premier’s speech ex- 

Australian Defence 
Minister Senator Robert 
Ray, who was here for the 
Lima ‘93 exhibition on 
Wednesdav. had also met 
his Malaysian &counter- 
oart Datuk Seri Naiib Tun 
kazak on the matter. 

To another auestion. Dr 
Mahathir said-he felt’the 
problem with Australia 
was “cultural.” 

He call4 on Austra- 
lians to be more sensitive. 

“How can you say we 
murdered Vietnamese 
(refugees) when we actu- 
allv helued them? We nev- 
er . said anything about 
Australians misbehaving. 

“We think it is in the 
best interest of everyone 
to speak the truth if you 
can’t speak the truth, you 
tone down,” he said. 

Dr Mahathir, who yes- 
terdav visited the Austra- 
lian tielegation’s pavilion 
for the first time since 
the exhibition opened 
four days ago, said Malay- 
sia had no problem with 
Australian businessmen, 
“only (with) your govern- 
ment.” 

“Peonle invest here be- 
cause we are nice people. 
We are your friends,” he 
added. 
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