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AGREBMENT FOR PIIRCHA~E 017 RUSSIAN MTG AIRCRAFT TO BE SIGNED SOON 

93 
I,ANCKAWT, Dec.11 (Rernama) -- The a for the purchase of 18 

MiC-29 jet.fight.ers wau.ld he si.gned with the Russian government “Very.,soon”, 
Prima Minist.er Datuk Sri Dr Mahathjr Mohamad said. 

“I can’t. say exactly hut. 1 t.hink very soon we will haveto make a 
deci 6ion .-. .mayhe Jannary, Rayhe February.. . I’m not. very sure but very 
soon, ” he t.old Russian television and RTrl in a special interview at. the 
Langkawj Intarnatjonal tlatitimc! and Aerospace (LThA ‘93) exhibition here 
yesterday. RTH aired axr5rpt.s af the interview last; night.. 

He said as far as t.he governacnt. was concerned t.he daci sion to buy the 
aircraft. had heen made and now’it. was left. t.o the technical officials t.0 
det.ermi ne that. the speci f j ca t.j ans and the pri ce were rj ght.. 

,.“We have to have an aircraft, t.hat. fulfills our n.eed and it. is known 
t.ha t. t.he Mj G engines ‘have a short.er 1 i fe span t.han engines made hy Western 

.count.r i es, ” he arlderl . 

Dr Mahat.hir said t.he t.wo major demands made hy Malaysia were for an 
engine wit.h a longer life spin and the mode of payment.. -- more 
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,IlWe would like to pay partly, in cash and partly in commodities, which 
“‘in any case the Russians’..are buying, maybe on a 50/50 basis or less,” he 

8’ 

added. ,‘- / 
Instead of buying from elsewhere, the Russians could get’ the 

r!t?nimodit..ies directly from Malaysia, he said. 
Dr Mahat.hir said t.here were no polit.ical considerations i&he decision’ 

t.o buy t.he MiG-29 which Ma1 aysj a felt. was a good fighter aircraft prjced at 
a level that. the government. could afford. ’ : 

“We chose the MiG wi t.h no j ha of what. pnli t.i c,a.l ef feet. j t may’ have but ,‘.: .’ 
it. is an express ion of our freedom of choice. We.‘are not. guided by 
anybody , I’. he added. . 

On prospects of acqniri ng mnre Mi Gs , 1)~ sai (1, t.here could never be 
enough money fnr all thr! things needed for t.he defence of t.he country. 

He addr?:d: “We have t.o buy quit.e a lot. of quipnent, not. .jtist for t.he air 
force hut. also for t.he uavy. At. t.hr? moment: WC! :are looking into the 
replacement. of 27 patrol hoat.r,. 

"That. (the patrol hnat:s) is a long programme. that, js going t.o consume a 
lot. of money and also xf! need money”far a lot. of necessary infrastructure 
ui t.hin t.he count.ry. ‘I -- more 
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On t.hd recent u?qajpment. orders for t.h.s armed forces’, ha said, its role 
had changed since its gnerri1l.a fighting days. ‘. I’ 

“We need t.o oviersee our Exclusive? l3conomi.c Zone. .which means ‘that we 
have. now expanded 01x area of responsibility and, for that., ,we need new’) 
vesse.ls, new ,xi.i.craft. and a totally new functjon for the military,” he 
added. 

Dr Mahat.hir also said that. Mal.aysia was intereSted in buying mare“ 
R&j an goads , jnclndjng mi I j t.ary equipment., suj table for civi.l.ian use. 

As an ekmaple.; he said, t.he Russians had very good military harbour 
f acj. I j t.j es that. XXWI d ‘he erected very qllj ckl y whj ch could ha put.. to 
civilian use. -- Rsrnanq 
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