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Attn editors: urgent, correction 
In j.tem slugged “Mahathir-Austral.ia”, para 3 l.ine 2 should read “..the . . . 

mat.t.er should now (rpt. now) he regarded.. .‘I and not.’ “not. regarded” as sent. 
HAJ~? corretct.ed rptn 
Mahat~hir-Anst.ralia 

. NO ACTJON AGATNST AUSTRALIA, SAYS PM 
hm Y3 

(9 KIJALA JJ~MPllR, Dee 11 (Rernamal -- The governmen ~ will not take any 
actjan against. Australia after t.aking note of the reactions and sentiments 
af t.ha pe!aplas of the two cnuntries and Aust.ralian Prime Minister Paul 
Kcating’s recent. st.at.ement of regret, Da tuk Scrj Drx’Mahathir Mohamaa said 
t.oaay . 

* 

I 

Ha said t.ha government. felt. that the mat.t.r:r had brought. about greater 
Aust.ral ian awareness of t.hc! spnsl t.ivi ties of Halaysians which should help 
similar incidents in iuturc!. 
.. “The government. does nnt, wish t.o prolong t.his issilt? and will t.ake no 
furt.har action. The matter should now he regarded as closed,” the prime 
minister said in a press st.;~t&nen.t. released hy his office, hsrc?. 

The st,at.emsn.t. was distributed hy his press secret.ary, Zakaria Wahah, to 
reporters covering the Ilmno supreme council meet,ing at the lJmno 
headquarters, here. 

Dr Mahathir said t.he cahinst, had consi.dsrnd the reactions of 
Austral.ians in-general t.o their prime mjni.st.er’s remarks whjch had 
adversely affected the relationship between the two countries. -- more 
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Mahathir-Australia 2 Koala Lumpur ‘I 1 

Keat.jng had called Dr Mahnthir recalcjtrant for not at,tending,.the 
Asia-pacific Economic Cooperatiop summit. in Seattle l.ast month.. _. 

. * Dr Mahathir sajd the cahjnet. also noted t.hat Me,laysjans by and large ,, . 

ielt. slighted ever t.he remarks made hy. Keating. 
However, having taken j nt.o consj deratj on the rea’ctinns and sentiments 

nf t.ha Aust.ralians and Phlaysians, and the regret expressed hy Keating, the 
cahjnst. decided that. no actlnn would he talctin against. Australia, he added. .’ 

Dr Mahat.hir chaired t.he mr.et.ing which started at. ahout .Q.lSam at. t-he 
(1 Prime Minisbr’s Department. after he returned Tram hrj.ef.i.ng the Yang 

di-Pert.uan Agong Sul t.an. Azlan Shah at Tstana Negara on its agenda. 
The meetjng, whj ch ended at ahnut.noon, was also attended hy 

newly-appointed minister Haji Abdul Ghani C)t.hman. -- more ” 
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Mahat.hit-Austra.l.i.a 3 (last) Koala Lumpur 

Following js Ill: Mahathir’s statement in fu3.J: 
“The Cabinet. today took not.e of the reactions of Australians in general 

to the remarks of their prime minister whJ.ch had affected adversely the 
relationship ‘between both countries. The Cabinet also noted that Malaysians’ 
by and large feel sJ.jghtad over the remarks made by Mr Paul Keating. 

Havjng t.aken into consideration t.he reactions and santiment.s of bath 
Anstral ians and Ma1 aysians, anci‘the regret expresqed by the Australian 

* Pci,me Mjni ster, the Government is of. the view that. t.he matter ha’s brought 
ahout. greater Austral j an appreci ati’on of the sensi t_j.vj t.j es of Malaysians 
which sho\Jld help prevent. similar incidents in future. 

The government. does not. wish t.o prolong t.hi s j ssue and will take no 
further action. The mat.t.r+r should tiow he regarded as closed. -- Bernama 
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