
,^. _ 

Revitalike G-15 t6 make it m.ore 
: -.--__._ t A 

NEW DELHt Wed. A Prime 
Minister Datuk Seri Dr Ma- 
hathir Mohamad said he is 
confident the G-15 can be 
revitalised to make it more 
meaningful to members and 
at the same time beneficial 
to all developing countries. 
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“There wiI’l no longer be ’ 
unilateral action of the pro- 
tectionist kind,” he added. 

Dr Mahathir said the sum- 
mit next year would audit 
activities of the four-year- 
old G-15 to convince mem- 
bers of the importance and 
relevance of the grouping. 

He and the other G-15 
leaders - Indian Prime 
Minister Narasimha Rao 
and Zimbabwean President 
Robert Mugabe -- were dis- 
appointed that some of the 
leaders lacked commitment 
to the cause of South-South 
co-operation. 

“During our consulta- 
tions we agreed- that we 
have to work to ensure that 
the next summit will be 
held,” he said at a Press 
Conference at the end of his 

G-;;dSummit was post- 

Dr ‘Mahathir said he 
hoped there would be a quo- 
rum - 10 heads of govern- 
ment - so that the meeting 
would be able to decide on 
the future of the grouping. 

“We cannot do anything 
until we meet,” he said. 

To a question, he said he 
was unaware that some 
countries had come under 
some nressure not to the 
attend-th 
Summit 1 the Indian capi- 9i 

Dee 13-15 Fourth 

tal. 
The other members of the 

G-15 are Algeria, Argentina, 
Brazil, Egypt, Indonesia, Ja- 
maica, Mexico, Nigeria, 
Peru, Senegal, Venezuela, 
ZigFbyhyd Chile. 

agreement 
achieved between the 
world’s biggest traders -- 
the United States and the 

Prime Minister said he was 
happy. 

“The signing of the a ee- 
ment will lead to an or 8 erly 
world trade which is what is 
needed for growth - other- 
wise there will be anarchy 
as people will put up more 
protective barriers which is 
not good for any of us,” he 
said. 

Dr Mahathir said even 
though only the voices of 
the big countries counted in 
the negotiations., their deci- 
sions were unhkely to be 
unfavourable to the smaller 
nations. 

On the other hand, he said 
with an orderly world trade 
regime, small countries 
would no longer face barri- 
ers in trading international- 
ly. 

meaningful, says PM 
are buying a little m&e and 
more sophisticated ‘weap- 
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although they were 
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Dosed summit in India. forc- 
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its postponement. ’ 
e said most of the G-15 

leaders had to attend to 
more pressing matters in 
their respective countries 
which had prevented them 
from attendm 

i 
the summit. 

Asked whet er there was 
any truth in a British Broad- 
casting Corporation’s (BBC) 
report that some of the lead- 
ers had been influenced by 
the United States to stay 
away from the summit, Dr 
Mahathir said he did not 
receive any such mforma- 
tion and therefore would 
not want to make any as- 
sumption. 

organise the meeting aftc; 
Argentina. 

However, he said India 
would still hold next year’s 
summit meeting eiihei- in 
late March or early April. 

ons,” he said. 

Moro problem in southern 
Philippines and what Ma- 
laysia thought of it, Dr Ma- 
hathir said Malaysia, as far 
as possible, did not interfere 
in the internal affairs of an- 
other country. 

He said the Moro National 
Liberation Front (MNLF) 
had just held talks in Jakar- 
ta with representatives of 
Philippines President FideJ 
Ramos. 

“According to MNLF lead. 
er Nur Misuari, who came to 
see me after the meeting, he 
was quite hap y with the 
result of the tal R s.” 

Later, responding to ques- 
tions fro,m reporters on ar- 
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he beliebed that the major- 
itv of the G-15 members 

He said for instance, Ar- 
gentina,’ which is supposed 
to hold the ,meetmg atter 
India, had ex ressed 

x 
will- 

ingness to ho1 the summit 
and Zimbabwe had asked to 

He said members ;;rijuid 
also decide whether the 
summit in Argentina should 
also be held next year, twice 
in a year because of the post- 
ponement of the summit in 
India, or in 1995. 

On his visit to India, Dr 
Mahathir said it had given 
the opportunity for him to 
hold bilateral discussions 
with Rao and President Mu- 
gabe. He said the Malaysian 
delegation also held discus- 
sions with Indian govern- 
ment and private sector rep- 
resentatives. 

He said six Memoran 
dums of Understanding 
were signed between the 
governments and the pri- 
vate sector of the two coun- 
tries. 

On the Non-Aligned 
Movement, he said Malaysia 
and India were active mem- 
bers and both felt that there 
should be more than just 
one force in this world. 

“If we have a unipolar 
world, maybe it will not be 
so good for smaller coun- 
tries,” he said. 

An Indian journalist 
asked what provocations 
had led to the weapons buy- 
ing spree by the Southeast 
Asian countries. 

The Prime Minister said 
there was no provocation. 
What the countries, which 
became independent almost 
at the same time, were do- 
ing was mere1 

K 
to buy new 

weapons as w at they had 
were already out of date. 

“In the case of Malaysia, it 
is just that we are a little 
richer now and therefore we 
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