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r We are p,.ot preparing for war, says Dr M 
NEW DELHI: South-Eastueasons fir the rxion’s be more.” he added. 
Asian countries are 
spend&g more on de- 
fence but have no inten- 
tiofi of becoming a threat 
to their neighbours. 

spending spree on arms Dr Mahathir said China 
and whether it would send was getting rich and 
the wrong signals to the would certainly want to 
neighbours. spend more on defence. 

The Prime Minister “Even if they allocate 
said Malaysia was re- the same percentage for 
vietvinr! its defence their armed forces. that 

many nations in the Pacif- 
ic Rim, espeoially those in 
the South Pacific, were 
not welcomed into Apec. 

Dr Mahathir suggested 
that Russia should also be 
included in Apec, adding 
that there would be great 
resistance if India at- 
tempted to join it. 

think they have a 
Y 

mopo- 
ly of these thing Qut we 
don’t think so and we tell 
them so,” he added. 

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir 
Mohamad said these na- 
fibns, including Malaysia, 
were merely replacing 
their outdated defence 
equipment. 

“There is no provoca- 
tion and we are not pre- 
paring for any war,” he 
told a press conference 
for Indian and Malaysian 
journalists at the end of 
his three-day visit here 
yesterday. 

He was asked to give 

equipment and when one percentage in real ierms 
bought such defence will be verv big.” he said. 
hardware, naturally mon- Asked whel%er India 

Co-operation (Apec), Dr 
cess of changing our Mahathir said it was a 
equipment. As countries geographical based 
become richer, 6 they grouping. 
would want to allocate He said India could not 
money for their defence be regarded as a Pacific 
and when they are richer, Rim country but said he 
the amount allocated will could not understand why 

0; what had led to the 
recent Malaysiati-Austra- 
lian diplomatic row, Dr 
Mahathir said Australia 
often felt that it had a 
duty to instruct Malaysia 
on how to run the country, 
how to behave and what it 
sho<ld do on human 
rights and democracy. 

“Australians seem to 

As for his meeting with 
his Indian count&part 
N.V. Narasimha Rao. Dr 
Mahathir said the f&us 
was on greater bilateral 
co-operation since India 
was opening up its mar- 
ket. 

“The possibility for 
joint ventures is much 
more than ever. Malay- 
sian businessoien like to 
take part in jc,int ventures 
in areas like transporta- 
tion and telecommunica- 
tions,” he said. 


	We are not preparing for war, says Dr M (The Star 16/12/1993)

