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RESPONSIBLE PRESS NEED NOT PEAR GOVT SAYS’DR MAHATHIR 0 
bm 93 8 

. 

PIlLAIl P’INANG, Dee 20 (Bernama) -- A responsible press aware of racial 
., 

sensj t.jvi t.j es and the iaport.ance of peace to national development need. not,,’ “\’ 
fear government action because its freedom will always be safeguarded, 
Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohawad t.oday. 

~ He said that, of a small. group of individuals such as newspaper owners 
and xrjters threatened to disrupt peace and the wellbeing of the majority, 
then their right as the minority could not be used as an excuse to prevent 
the government from taking action against them. 

“Freedom is for doing good and the government believes the people are 
free to cri ti cj se the po’vernaent through the p+ess. This will enable the 
government. to rectify its policies and enhance its performance,” he said 
when opening the Wi sma Kwong Wah’ Yi t Poh building here. 

“Such criticisms are constructive .and good but if the freedom is used 
to incite chaos and disorder, it cannot be viewed as good and taken, 
I ightly. Such freedom cannot be allowed by a,governwent elected by the ; 

majority,” he sajd. 
’ Dr Mahathir s,aid t,he government_ had to exercise control on publication 

af news because of several ssnsi t,ivj ties, including that of communities, 
which could lead to chaos and racial riots if these were made fun of. -- 
more * 
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“This is an effective tool in ensuring that4he Malaysian press will 

not purposely play up racial issues that can lead to riots,” he said, 
adding that apa?t*from this, 

i 1 
the Halaysian press had its freedom. 

As such, he said, there was no reason why the vernacular press wanted 
to popularise it.self by playing up racial issues and the position of 
cert.ain communities in the country. . * 

“Al t*hough what js written i.n t.he Chinese press is not. read by other 
commun.i~.ies, it, Jould be better if they too contributed towards creating’ai 

’ 

atmosphere and climate conducive to racigl. unity in Halaysia,” he said. ’ .: 
He said that at.t,empts by certain newspapers to portray one community as .” , 

being neglected did not reflect reality and had bad intentions. 
., 

The sacrifice demanded from the mass media was small corhp$red’to the-” 
.’ ,/ 

‘~ *’ 

I I . 
benefit they gained as a result of peace ,and development in the country,’ he 
said while expressing hope that the mass media would give greater 
importance to the country than their popularity as newspapers. -- more 
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On clailns by foreigners that there was no press’ freedom in Malaysia, he 
said the government was not bothered the leastby it because the truth.‘was ’ 

.-: 
‘. 

that the Ma.l.aysian press was free to report what they liked provided they <... 
I 

did not. incite racial riots. ,JC. 

,’ ,’ “Unfounded allegations by others is a smal,l matter, requiring no cansp 
. 

for concern,” he said. 
.: ‘. _, 

I ,1: 
He said no country in the world, whether democractic or otherwise, had ’ 

. I a,truly free press’ reporting the truth. 
Al.1 news and features in the print or electronic media were controlled ‘. 

by certain peatile to the extent that readers or viewers only got what these 
people wanted them to get, he said. 

He said those in Control of the press were not always the government 1 
but frequently the owners or editors or’r&ortks but the fact was that . . . 
control by anvone meant there ltJas no freedom. -- more .) 
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In the West, writers or 

Pulau Pinang 

individuals, with opposing views would not be . 3 
entertained or even if they were only to a certain extent, ne sala. 

“If such a view happened to be published in the newspaper, the editor 
wilt give his reply in the same issue. This will be repeated over and over 

until the opposing view is eradicated,” he said. 
He said the practice was accepted in the West as consistent with 

democracy but if a country like Malaysia had newspapers supportive of the 
government, there would be immediate accusation that the government 
controlled all the newspapers even if some vere critical of the government. 

. 

- ‘Be tnama 
ANR ABC MGN 


	Responsible press need not fear Government, says Dr Mahathir (Bernama 20/12/1993)

