I feel very bad, says PM on

No sense of

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun, —
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mo-
“hamad today described as
greedy and irresponsibile
evelopers who defied the
Cabinet’s order to stop con-
struction work on all high-
rise buildings in hilly areas
and ex-mining land until
they are certified safe.
ommenting on reports
in the New Straits Times
and the New Sunday Times
that several developers
throughout the country con-
tinued to work despite the
ban, the Prime Minister
said: “I feel very bad ... The
have no sense of responsibil-
ity at all. It seems that they
are greedy. -

" evelo;fers have a moral
responsioility but some do
not. That is why sometimes
we have problems when
people do not follow regula-
tions such as mixing con-
crete in accordance with re-
quired standards.

“We have incidents such
as the collapse of buildings
because there are people
who do not adhere to regula-
tions and specifications.”

He said the Government
would use all its legal au-
thority to compel such de-
velopers to stop work umtil
their projects are declared
safe by an independent con-
sultant.

If necessary, said the
Prime Minister, the Govern-
ment would not hesitate to
formulate a new law.

“We have to do this be-
cause this concerns public
interest. We cannot neglect
our responsibility,” Dr Ma-
hathir said.

The investigation by the
New Straits Times and the
New Sunday Times soon af-
ter the Cabinet decision was

ublicly announced in the

ress revealed that several
developers, including those
with links to major quoted
companies, openly defied
the order.

They continued to employ
hundreds of workers and
heavy machinery on hill
slo%es and former mining

land.

Dr Mahathir said the Gov-
ernment would conduct a
study to ascertain whether
existing legislation and reg-
ulations empower local au-
thorities to stop work on
these projects until they are
declared safe.

Speakinf to reporters at
the Royal Malaysian Air
Force base in Sungai Besion
his return from a visit to
Labuah, he said: “If we do
not have the authority ... we
have to seek it through Par-
liament. If there is a need,
we will introduce a new law
to be effective,” he said, add-
ing that the Government
had to make a quick deci-

sion on the issue. i
The develogers were giv-
en a month from last

Wednesday, when the Cabi-
net took the decision, to be
certified by independent
consuitants that their pro-
jects are safe.

Announcing the decision
after last week’s Cabinet
meeting, Deputy Prime Min-
ister Datuk Seri Anwar Ibra-
him, also revealed that 16
measures governing the de-
velopment in hilly areas had
been approved by the Gov-
ernment.

Anwar, who is also chair-
man of the Cabinet Commit-
tee on the Highland Towers
condominium collapse, said
the Cabinet gave priority to
the immediate stoppage of
all of construction activities
because it wanted to be sure
that they were safe,

When asked who had the
authority to enforce the di-
rective, Dr Mahathir said
the decision was made by
the Federal Government
and in normal circum-
stances, the enforcement
powers lie with the local au-
thorities.
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