Excluding
women
will.curb

progress,
says Dr M

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. —
Excluding women from the
trading and industrial sec-
tors may retard the smooth
implementation of Govern-
ment development pro-
grammes, Prime Minister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathjr Mo-
Iramad said.

Women’s participation in
enhancing the country’s
economy was extremely im-
portant, especially since
they had suitable business
acumen, he added.

The country also needed
all Malaysians to contribute

their energies and skills in"

ensuring the success of its
development.

“If women are excluded
and do not contribute their
energies, half of our work-
force will be lost.

“Therefore, we need to
mobilise their energies di-
rectly and closely,” he said
at the presentation of Poten-
tial Women Entrepreneur
award 1993 at the Shangri-la
Hotel organised by Pen-
iagawati, the . Bumiputera
Business and Professional
Women'’s Association.

Dr Mahathir acknowl-
edged that there were cer-
tain Elobs and professions
which better suited the
skills of women as com-
pared to others.

He said the modern belief
that women must do every-
thing that men did for the
sake of equality was unac-
ceptable.

The Prime Minister said
there were some vocations
which were still the domain
of men, although women
could participate in them.

He cited the engineering
field as such an example.

Dr Mahathir said the par-
ticipation of women in this
field would help fill work-
force requirements.

He also advised women
entrepreneurs to acclima-
tise themselves with mod-
ern market requirements,
and added that women were
also generally more disci-
plined and careful in man-
aging their finances.

This, he said, would con-
tribute to their success in
their ventures.

He described Peniagawa-
ti’s efforts to set up
branches in States to pro-
vide more opportunities for
interaction among members
as a wise move.

He said the association’s
selection to represent the
country as an affiliate of the
Women’s World Entrepre-
neur Association reflected
its high rate of achievement
and capability.

Four women were select-
ed as winners of the Poten-
tial Women Entrepreneur
award.

They are Farmasi Dew Ma
(M) Sdn Bhd owner Rosenah
Mohamed; managing direc-
tor of Sipro (M) Sdn Bhd
Noraini Soltan; owner of
Sweet Touch Ceramic Ro-
hana Abdul Rahman, and
co-owner of The Body Shop
Mariam Sulaiman.
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