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or Mahathir also said t,hat, Umno branches could be set UP through the 
state li aisnn commi t.t.ees but al.1 condj t-ions must. be met.. 

A freeze was imposed on the setting 11p of Umno branches before the 
party s general assembly 1 ast. November t-o reduce the pressure of 

competition for posts at. the level of branches and hiyher up. 
“Today’s meeting al so di scnssed the problem of money polj tics and 

decided that. only t.be party headqnart.ers and state liaison committees will 

he al Jowd to collect any money, II he told report.ers after chairing the 
first. supreme council meet-ing for this year. -- more 
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Dr Mahathir hlsn said that, the appointment. ot. (1eput.y state liaison 
c:ommit.t:ee chiefs had yet to be made except, in the case of Sabah. \ 

“Tht: meeting decided t.hat. Senat.or ,John Ghani he appoint.ed t.he Sabah 
llmno Liaison Commit.l:ee dt?put-y chief ,‘I ht! said. 

I~(: also said t.hilt. tCItli+y’S meetjng began wit-h 10 members taking their 
oath of oCfice. 

They included t,wo former vice-presidents, Datuk Abdullah Ahmad Badawi I 
and I)at,uk Sex-i Sanusi Junid, ’ and the chaj rman,of the Negeri Sembilan Umno 
i,ia i son Cnmm.i t,t.ee, Tan Sri Mohametl Tsa Abdul Samad. 

Four members who t.ook their oat.h were new faces - Padang Terap MP Datuk 
Dr Af f i tuddin Onlar, Malaysian Inst-it.ut:e nf Economic Rtxaarch (MIER) ’ 
dir-f*ct.or I)nt.~~k Dr. Kamnl Sal i h, Depllt-y tlnusing anti Local Government Minister 
OSII SIlkam iind Pri:,ir Hn:i.llP Haji Ihrnhim Al i. -- more 
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Others who t.ook their oat.11 uer(! ym,no Yout-h deputy 1 eader Datuk Nazri 
hziz, Koperasi Usaha Bersatu (KUB) chairman Hassan Harun and Ahmad 
Xnhihutltlin Hohnmed Nor. 

Ilmno secretary-general Dateuk Mnhametl Rahmat. said the number of Umno 
member-s was expect.r?d t.0 exceed two million before the next, general 
elel:t.if)n. 

Thv part:y ha11 set ;It-arget. tif two million Gmhership last year but: 
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i~Ctljf?Vfttl only 1 .95 mil l>On, 
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