PM: But English allowed for teaching of science, technology

policy stays
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tion were still practised in
By Jeffrey mayah the country,
and Vijayan Menon Yesterday, Anwar said
there would be no change in

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. — the policy concerning the
Datuk Sel'la_Ql%'IAh_a_thlLMO——use of Bahasa Malaysia as
hamad said today the Gov-. the medium of instruction.
gériiment’s decision to allow He said, however, serious
English to be used as the efforts would be made to
medium of instruction for improve both the standards
science and technological of Bahasa Malaysia and En-
lS1ub1J16Ctsl in 1nst1tttxt10nsb0f glish at all levels.

igher learning stays, but
reiterated it will not be at tw}g?hg‘?f cslgls%dt,l&lo%ff ﬁfgeﬁ
the expense of Bahasa Ma- ing with members of the
layTSﬁa'U resident said CCRETeSS:

e Umno president sai ing th 3

after the meeting of the par- H:g%?n?g ;Is% m;’,f’;;gﬁge‘ga‘;
ty’s supreme council that memorandum rejecting
the position of Bahasa Ma- mave to introduce Enghsg
laysia as outlined in the Na- as a medium of instruction
tional Education Policy for science and technologi-
would remain. . cal subjects, but accepted

Responding to a question the fact that English and
from the Press, he said: other languages were im-
“The Malay intellectuals portant.
have accepted that in the ~ The intellectuals, most of
Eursult of knowledge, we whom teach at the universi-
ave to take certain mea- tiesand other institutions of
sures (to ensure that our higher learning, admitted
objectives are achieved).” that the standards of Baha-

He was asked whether the sa Malaysia and English
Congress of Malay Intellec- had to be improved.
tuals accepted the decision Also at the meeting with
to allow the use of English Anwar were Malay corpo-
in the teaching of science rate figures, journalists,
and technological subjects writers and lawyers. - ’
which he announced on Dec A
27.

hasa

The Prime Minister said
the congress, which met on
Jan 5, had submitted a me-
morandum and this was dis-
cussed at today’s meeting.

“We thank them for their

gestions and views and
will take them into consid-
eration,” he said.

Later today, the congress
issued a statement saying it
was happy with the Prime
Minister’s assurance that
there would be no changes
to the education and lan-
guage palicies.

Its secretary, Datuk Prof
Wan Hashim Wan Teh, said
although the issue had
raised some controversy,
the integrity of Dr Mahathir
and Deguty Prime-Minister
Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim
had settled it.

He added that this clearly
demonstrated that democra-
¢y, consensus and co-opera-

Dr Mahathir also said the
Government did not pro-
pose to introduce national
service as a means to over-
come the problem of indisci-
pline like loafing among
youths.

However, the Govern-

‘ment was in favour of volun-

tary organisations provid-
ing training and drill
practices to instil discipline
in youths.

“The issue of national ser-
vice was discussed at length
in the media and we feel
there is no need to introduce
it. Youths can be trained in
various forms of discipline
by voluntary organisa-
tions.”

Dr Mahathir said young-
sters should be organised to
undertake act1v1t1es alo

Maove to

-

train
idle -

“Such actlvmes should be
attractive and should bene-
fit them,” he said.

“We may also establish a
voluntary body to ensure
that youths who are idle are
imparted with skills and
training to enable them to
utilise their time more fruit-

“We want them to be or-
ga.msed in their daily rou-
tines,” he said.

Youth and Sports Minis-
ter Ghani Othman said in
Muar yesterday that the
Government would enlist
the services of institutions
of higher learning in the
country to help the ministry
undertake a study on the
habits of youths and deter-
mine the actual number of
youths wasting their time at
shopping centres and malls.

He said a study on the
actual number of youths in-
volved in this habit was vi-
tal to eriable the ministry to
plan programmes for them
anc give them appropriate
attention.

With the participation of
the institution§ of higher
learning, the study could be
more comprehensive and
not confined to Kuala Lum-
pur alone, he said.
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