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MUSLIMS SHOULD BE PREPARED TO DEPEND THEMSELVES, SAYS MAHATHIR 
bm 
ALOR SETAR, v3 

, , 

,lan 13 ( ernama) -- Muslims shoul 4 repare themselves for 
war, not to seek conquests, but to be able to defend themselves when 
attacked, Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr Hahathir mamad said today. 

He said that making preparations for self defcnce was part of the 
teachings of Islam. 

“If derring the time of the Prophet. Muslims had to have horses and 
swords, in the present tiae horses and swords alone are not enough and 
instead Muslims must. have money and wealth and,ndequate knowkedye so that. 
we can have fighter jets, arnoured vehicles and warships,” he said when ’ 
opening the Darul Aitam Walmnsakin Tunku Abdul Rahaan Putra orphanage and . 
Kedah Perkim’s Husal Ja Hsmani at Lorong Seri, Jalan Langgar, here. 

Hnfortunately, he said, the majority of the 1,000 million Muslims in 
t.he world were now ‘living in countries that. were weak and were still 
incapable of defending themselves. -- More , 
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As such,’ due to their own weaknesses, many Huslims were oppressed, 
tortured, raped and murdered because they were not capable of defending 
themselves as in Bosnia-Herzegovina and~onfortunately not even one fluslim 
nation was able to help them or to persudae the world body to help them. 

According to Dr Mahathir, the MusJi.ms i.n this world were weak because ’ ’ 
they did not: adhere fully t.o the true teachings of Islam and were at 
1 oggerheads and preoccupi ed wj th minor i ssues. 

“We are always in disagreement and regard others less Muslim than use 
against US and in enmi ty with us. The number of Muslims killed by Muslims 
is more than t*hF: number killed by the enemies of Islam, the non+tuslims,” 

<he sajd. 
Th(! Prime Minister said that the discord among Muslims also occurred in , , ’ 

Malaysia to the extent t.hat. some parties were qucstioni.ng the faith of 
others and setting up polit:ical part-ies merely in, the inte$est of the party 
and not. to st.rengthen the rcl j gjon. 

According to hia, such A situation also occurred in other Muslim 
. 

count.rjes like Egypt. where there were ext.remi st.s who were out. to weaken the 
Bgyptian governrent. -;..*ore 
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He sajd that. these extremists murder tourists to frighten them away 
whereas their actions co’uld result in weakening the country which was very 
dependent on revenue from tourism. 

Dt Hahathir was however thankfurltthat. Malaysia wa’s peaceful although 42 
per cent. of it.s population was made up of non-Muslims. 

Tn this respect, the Prime Minister called on the people to learn a .’ . . 

1 esson from the f al.1 of the Tslarj c empi re in Spain which was similar to 
the sit.uat.ion in the r:ountry in terms of its large non-Muslim population;: ‘: 

He said that. the Muslims in Spain had been chased to Horocco and somea 
were forced to embrace Christianity after ruling for ROD years when its . . 
adni ni strati on no longer exercj sed to1 trance against non-tluslirs resulting 
in a rebellion and the Huslins became weak due to disagreement with each 
other. 

As such, itie people in tbe’country should exercise tolerance and 
consideration and not to discriainatc against the non-Huslirs, he said.; -- 
more ’ 
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He also said that the ohjecti ve of the set.ting up of Perkin was not . 
merely to convert non-Muslims but to provide them uith an understanding on 
Jsl am. 

Dr Hahathir said that Muslims should provide good examples if they want 
followers of other reli.gians to respect the religion. 

The Darul Aitan Walmasakin Tunku Abdul Rahran Putra Building costing’ 
RH75O;DOO was bujlt in Harch 1991 and was conpleted eight months later. It’ . 
houses a hostel for orphans, a surau, a canteen, a library and the Kedah 
Perki m buj.1 ding. 

The construct.ion of t.he orphanage was suggested by the first Prime . 

Mini st.er, the 1 ate Tunku Abdul Rahmnn Put.ra, who was a former Perkim 
president.. He had provided the land for the construct.ion of the building. 

Thirty-six orphans hct.ween t.hc ages o. + FJ and 12 have been staying at 
t.he hostel since January last. year. The Jlusalla 1Jsmani surau, which was 
recent.J y cotipl eted, can accommodate 400 people. -- more 
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At the function, the Prime Minister received donations from the public 
on behalf of the orphanage. 

Among them vas a Koala Luapur businessman, Bncik Zainal Qscan tiohamad, 
who presented tva vans vorth RH90,OOO.. He also pledged to pay the salary of 
the two van drivers and the maintenance of the vehicles. 

Others are corporate leader Tan Sri Amman Hashia and a Kedah 4 ’ 

\JIiSineSSIIb?n, Haji Izhar Haji Sulniman, who each donat-ed RHlOO,OOO. A 
Sarawak businessman, Dat.uk Tjng Pek Khiing, and the Sarawak State Hosque 
Authority donat.ed RJl250,OOO. 

Among those present. were Datuk Seri Datin Paduka Dr Siti Hasmah Mohamad 
Ali, Pcrkjm President. Tan Sri Haji Ahdul Taih Hahnud who is Sarawak.Chief 
Minister, Menteri Bcsar Tan Sri Haji Osman Aroff, Deputy Minister in the, ’ 
Priae Hinist.er’s Depart.mcnt, Datuk Ahdul Hamid Othman and the Parliamentary ’ 
Secretary to the Prime Hinister’s Department Haji Qthman Abdul.. -- Bcrnama “’ 
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